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ADVERTISEMENT. 

THE  firft  four  chapters  and  fix 
cafes  of  the  following  work  were 
prepared  for  the  publick  view  above  a 
twelvemonth  ago :  and  they  paffed  through 
the  hands  of  a  phyfician  in  London  dur- 
ing the  months  of  july  and  auguft., 
Some  time  in  feptember  that  gentleman 
delivered  my  papers,  at  my  defire,  to  a 
bookfeller,  but  not  the  prefent  publifher: 
and  they  have  remained  in  the  prefs  ever 
fince.  Two  more  cafes  having  occurred 
in  the  mean  time,  I  have  likewife  in- 
ferted  them,  as  fo  many  additional  illu- 
ft rations  of  my  fubje6t. 

It  is  but  juft,  at  this  diftance  of  tiiiie, 
once  more  to  remark,  that  hemlock  con- 
tinues to  be  ufed  for  the  kinkcough,  and 
with  fo  much  fuccefs,  that  it  may  truly 
be  confidered  as  one  of  the  fafeft,  and 
moft  certain,  cures  in  phyfick. 


Derby t  April  i^^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 

Of  fevers  in  general. 

IT  hath  been  long  my  opinion  that 
Fever,  properly  fo  called,  originates  in 
the  firft  paflages— that  it  conftitutes  but 
one  genus — that  this  genus  comprehends 
only  three  fpecies,  the  ephemeral,  the  re- 
jnittent,   and  the  intermittent  fevers — 
and  that  all  other  fevers  are  varieties  of 
|:hefe.     As  this  do6lrine  of  fever  is  fup- 
ported  by  numerous  obfervations,  and  as 
it  hath  been  of  the  greatefl:  ufe  to  pie  in 
pra6tice,   it  muft  be  owned  that  I  am 
ftrongly  imprefTed  with  the  belief  that  it 
is  founded  in  nature.      The  following 
account  of  puerperal  fevers  is  a  fpecimea 
of  my  way  of  thinking  on  this  fubjeft. 
•—At  any  rate,  I  hope  this  fmall  work  is 

of 
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of  importance  enough  to  merit  publica-* 
tion;  fmce,  amongft  other  things,  it 
points  out  the  true  nature  of  a  very 
alarming  difeafe,  and  even  fuccefsful 
means,  as  well  for  the  preventing,  as  for 
the  curing,  of  it. 
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ACCOUNT 

O  F      T  H   E 

PUERPERAL 
REMITTENT    FEVER. 


CHAPTER    I. 

The  Defcription,    and  Prognojiicks,    of  the 
Puerperal  Remitte^[t  Fever. 

N  the  fecond  or  third  day  after  de- 
livery, whether  of  a  ripe  or  unripe 
child,  and  fometimes  a  few  days 
before  fuch  delivery,  the  woman,  when 
expofed  to  febrile  caufes,  is  feized  with 
a  cold  fit,  which  is  fucceeded  by  head- 
ach,  giddinefs,  noife  and  throbbing  of 
her  ears,  oppreffed  breathing,  ficknefs, 
faintnefs,  great  dejedednefs,  pain  and  fore- 
nefs  of  the  belly,  heat,  thirft,  and  other 

B  feveri(h 
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feverifh  fymptoms :  at  this  time  the  body 
is  generally  coftive. 

The  pain  in  the  head  is  chiefly  over  the 

eyebrows  i  and  it  is  commonly  exafpe- 
rated  by  attempting  to  rife  from  the  pil- 
low. 

Giddinefs  is  not  a  conftant  fymptom  : 
nor  is  the  throbbing  noife  of  the  ears  ob- 
fervable  in  every  cafe. 

Though  delirium  is  a  rare  fymptom, 
yet,  it  fometimes  occurs  even  in  cafes 
which  end  favourably. 

The  woman  is  much  harafled  with 
watchfulnefs :  and  her  fleeps,  or  rather 
{lumbers,  are  broken  and  difturbed. 

The  face,  though  fometimes  fiufhed,  is 
generally  pale,  and  devoid  of  that  look 
which  is  obfervable  in  feverifli  diforders. 

The  tongue  is  moift,  and  feldom  very 
white. 

The  breathing  is  generally  affeded  with 
a  ftraitnefs,  and  fometimes  with  what  the 
patient  calls  a  weaknefs ;  which  fymptom 
is  in  proportion  to  the  fulnefs  or  pains  of 
the  belly.  This  complaint,  though  very 
troublefome  to  the  patient,  is  not  very 
obvious  to  the  byftander. 

Sick- 
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Sicknefs  is  a  common  fymptom :  and 
the  patient  often  hawks  up  great  quanti- 
ties of  tough  phlegm,  and  fometimes  vo- 
mits phlegm  and  bilious  fluff. 

Great  faintnefs,  dejedion,  and  defpair 
of  recovery,  are  the  conftant  attendants  of 
this  fever. 

The  belly  is  often  large,  though  foft ; 
fometimes  it  is  large  with  a  degree  of 
general,  or  partial,  hardnefs;  and  frequent- 
ly, as  to  its  external  appearance,  it  is  quite 
natural. 

The  pains  of  the  belly,  and  forenefs  of 
it  to  the  touch,  are  fometimes  from  the 
navel  downwards :  but  more  frequently 
they  extend  all  over  the  belly.  The  pa- 
tient calls  thefe  pains,  aching,  fometimes 
griping,  and  fometimes  bearing  down  pains. 

Wind  is  always  a  troublefome  fym- 
ptom ;  it  often  makes  a  roaring  noife  in  the 
bowels ;  and,  when  difcharged  either  up- 
wards or  downwards,  relieves  both  the 
breathing  and  the  abdominal  pains. 

The  woman  frequently  complains  of  an 
uneafy  heat  in  her  ftomach  and  bowels, 
which  extends  even  to  her  throat. 

The  milk  generally  leaves  the  breafts. 

B2  The 
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The  lochia  fometimes  flop,  on,  or  be-^ 
fore,  the  commencement  of  the  fever : 
but  moft  commonly,  that  difcharge  con* 
tinues  its  ufual  courfe. 

The  urine,  in  fome  cafes,  is  deeply  fa* 
turated  ^  but,  in  more,  it  is  flightly  tinged^ 

The  urine,  when  deeply  faturated,  gene- 
rally breaks  either  not  at  all,  or  but  flowly ; 
and  fometimes  retains  in  a  great  meafure 
its  colour,  even  after  depofing  a  copious 
fediment  with  a  pink  furface. 

The  urine,  when  flightly  tinged,  often 
becomes  turbid,  nearly  as  foon  as  made ; 
and,  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  drops  a 
crude  grey  fediment >  This  kind  of  urine, 
as  often  as  it  occurs,  is  a  certain  criterion 
that  the  fever  is  of  a  putrid  nature. 

The  urine  is  fometimes  fcaree :  for  the 
moft  part  it  is  fufficiently  copious. 

The  urine,  by  its  quantity,  fometimes 
increafes  the  faintnefs;  oftener  relieves  all 
thelymptoms;  but  is  never  critical. 

The  ftools  are  dark,  flimy,  clotty,  very 
fetid,  and  often  froth  and  ferment  like 
barm :  they  always  give  great  relief  to 
the  patient;  and  are  the  only  falutary  crifis 
of  the  puerperal  fever. 

Worms^ 


(     5    ) 

Worms,  either  alive  or  dead,  frequently 
come  away  in  the  ftools. 

The  external  heat  of  the  belly  and 
groins  is  often  very  great ;  w^hile,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  reft  of  the  body  is  little 
warmer  than  natural. 

The  fkin  is  generally  moift,  and  foft. 
-There  is  a  very  great  laffitude,  and  debi- 
lity; in  Gonfequenceof  which  the  woman, 
for  the  moft  part,  prefers  a  fupine  pofture. 

The  pulfe  is  low,  fmall,  fometimes 
{harp,  and  generally  beats  about  a  hundred 
and  thirty  pulfations,  or  more,  in  the 
minute  during  an  exacerbation. 

There  is,  in  fome  cafes,  an  offenfivc 
fmell  about  the  patient  \  unlefs  the  room 
be  kept  cool,  the  linen  often  changed, 
and  fometimes  the  whole  bedding. 

Sometimes  the  breafts  are  fwelled, 
hard,  and  very  painful ;  and  fometimes 
the  womb  is  afFed:ed  with  inflammation  : 
but  both  cafes  are  accidental,  and  not  ne- 
ceffarily  connected  with  this  fever. 

There  is  an  irregular  fcverifh  exacer- 
bation once  or  twice  a  day,  and  fometimes 
oftener.  This  paroxyfm  is  preceded  by  a 
violent  rigour,   much   oftener  by  a  chil- 
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nefs  without  tremour,  and  fometlmes  the 
hot  fit  comes  on  without  any  fenfe  of 
coldnefs. 

Thefe  exacerbations  are  ufually  termi-? 
nated  by  fweats,    which  are  fometimes 
partial,  fometimes  general,  but  never  cri- 
tical ;   and  tend  more  to   debilitate  thaix, 
relieve  the  patient. 

All  the  fymptoms  are  increafed  during 
the  feverifli  exacerbations. 

The  length  of  this  fever  is  various : . 
fometimes  it  terminates  in  a  week  or  ten 
days ;  fometimes  it  lafts  three,  four,  or  five, 
weeks ;   and,  in  fome  rare  cafes,   much 
longer. 

The  Prognosticks. 

A  belly  naturally  large,  and  pendulous^ 
is  always  an  unfavourable  circumftance  in 
the  puerperal  fever. 

On  the  contrary,  a  fmall  belly  contri- 
butes greatly  towards  a  fpeedy  and  fuc- 
cefsful  iflue  of  this  difeafe. 

If  the  patient  hath  lived  fparingly,  and 
hath  had  regular  ftools  during  pregnancy, 
thofe  circumftances   tend  to  render  the 

puerperal 
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puerperal  fever  mild  and  of  fhort  dura- 
tion. 

If,  on  the  contrary,  the  woman  hath 
lived  luxurioufly,  and  hath  alfo  been  cof- 
tive  during  that  period,  we  may  juftly  ex- 
pert that  the  fever  will  at  leafl  have  a 
longer  courfe. 

A  fickly  feafon  adds  both  to  the  danger 
and  frequency  of  the  puerperal  fever. 

If  the  feveriOi  exacerbations  are  mild, 
and  preceded  by  little  or  no  coldnefs,  if 
the  belly  is  foft  and  not  large,  and  if  the 
urine  is  pale  and  foon  drops  a  fediment^, 
there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the  difeafe 
will  not  only  end  foon  but  favourably. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  rigours  are  vio- 
lent and  return  often,  if  the  exacerbations 
run  high,  if  the  belly  is  large  and  hard,  and 
if  the  urine  continues  deep  coloured  even 
after  dropping  its  fedinient,  there  is  room 

*  Though  I  have  fhown  that  urine  which  quickly 
drbps  a  crude  grey  fediment  indicates  putrefcence, 
yet,  I  make  no  ufe  of  this  fign  in  forming  a 
dangerous  prognoftick  j  having  always  found  putrid 
fevers,  if  not  complicated,  as  curable  as  ahy'other 
fevers  whatever. 

B4  to 
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to  fear  that  the  recovery  will  at  leaft  be 
flow. 

If  the  ftools  are  daily  acquiring  a  more 
natural  appearance,  while  at  the  fame  time 
the  urine  grows  pale  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion and  its  fediment  whiter,  there  is 
great  reafon  to  expedt  a  favourable  and 
fpeedy  termination  of  the  difeafe.  Under 
fuch  circumftances,  urine  even  as  lini- 
pid  as  fpring  water  is  a  very  good  fym- 
ptom. 

While  the  flools  continue  foul,  an4 
the  urine  deeply  faturated,  even  after  de- 
pofiting  its  fediment,  the  profpeft  of  a 
recovery  is  not  only  diftant,  but  doubtful. 

If  the  urine  continues  high-coloured, 
notwithftanding  that  the  ilools  become 
more  and  more  natural,  the  impending 
danger  is  great. 

Sweats  however  general,  and  in  what 
degree  foever,  without  other  concurring 
circumftances,  cannot  be  regarded  as  a 
fymptom  of  recovery. 

If  this  fever  is  attended  with  a  loofc- 
nefs,  it  will,  other  circumftances  being 
equal,  terminate  fooncr  than  when  the 
ftools  are  more  fparing. 

la 
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I  add  no  more  on  this  head ;  becaufe  I 
profcfs  to  write  from  experience,  without 
copying  in  the  leaft  from  other  authors. 
I  ihallj  in  the  following  chapter,  inquire 
into  the  caufes  and  nature  of  this  noted 
fever.  Perhaps  it  will  be  found,  that  the 
true  reafon  of  the  great  diverfity  of  opi- 
nion on  this  fubjed  is,  that  the  cafe  i§ 
too  obvious,  and  at  the  fame  time  appa- 
rently too  fimple,  to  be  capable  of  pro- 
ducing fuch  dreadful  confequences. 


CHAP- 
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G  H  A  P.       II. 

Of  the  Caufes  and  Nature  of  the  Puerpe^ 
RAL  Remittent  Fever. 

iREGNANCY  feems  to  add  greatly 
to  the  natural  fenfibility  of  the 
female  conftitution.  At  this  time,  won' 
men  are  uncommonly  affected  with  cer- 
tain odours,  have  great  diflikes  to  parti- 
cular articles  of  diet,  are  difirefled  with 
groundlefs  fears,  and  are  often  fubjed  to 
a  train  of  nervous  fymptoms,  which  at 
other  times  they  are  ftrangers  to :  all 
which  circumftances  can,  in  no  refpecft, 
be  accounted  for  fo  eafily,  as  from  morbid 
fenfibility.  And  this  very  weak  and  mo- 
bile ftate  of  the  nervous  fyftem  is  much 
increafed  in  childbed,  on  account  of 
the  confiderable  lofs  of  blood  and  other 
humours. 

During  geftation,  the  appetite  for  the 
moft  part  is  keen,  while  at  the  fame  time 
every  appearance  gives  proofs  of  a  bfid 
digeflion.  This  indigeftion  is  increafed 
by  improper  food,  which  the  woman  too 
2  oftea 
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often  hankers  after,  and  by  the  Indolence 
infeparable  ft-om  her  condition.  Befide, 
the  courfe  of  the  bowels  being  interrupted, 
coftivenefs  generally  prevails.  On  all 
thefe  accounts,  the  firft  pafTages  are  loaded 
with  impurities,  which,  the  longer  they 
ftagnate,  become  of  fo  much  the  more 
acrid  and  feptick  a  nature. 

Having  therefore  found  great  weaknefs 
and  irritability,  the  common  predifpofing 
caufes  of  all  fevers,  as  alfo  a  morbid  ac* 
cumulation  in  the  iirft  pafTages,  which  is 
a  very  common  exciting  caufe  of  fuch 
diforders ;  I  fay,  having  found  all  thefe 
caufes  eminently  to  concur  in  the  puer- 
peral ftate,  we  can  readily  account  for  the 
danger  attending  childbed,  and  why  wo- 
men arefo  apt,  at  this  time,  to  have  fevers, 
which  too  often  prove  fatal.  In  moft 
cafes,  however,  the  balance  between  thefe 
caufes  is  fo  even,  that,  if  the  woman  is 
managed  with  proper  caution,  fhe  will 
notwithftanding  efcape  all  feverilh  ail- 
pient,  and  have  a  good  recovery.  But  if, 
from  the  lead  error  in  the  nonnatarals, 
one  or  all  of  thele  caufes  are  aggravated,  a 
fever  will  inevitably  be  the  conieuuence. 

It 
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It  muft  however  be  allowed  that  it  fome*« 
times  happens,  that  no  precaution  ufed 
upon  delivery  can  prevent  this  fever.  This^ 
chiefly  is  the  cafe,  when  the  inteftinal  ac-; 
cumulation,  from  a  peculiar  ftate  of  the 
air,  is  become  fo  highly  putrid,  as  to  be 
able  of  itfelf  to  kindle  up  the  diforder. 

Fever  is  fo  far  from  being  unnatural  to 
the  human  conflitution,  that  it  attends  us, 
and  for  thebefl  purpofes,  both  in  ficknefs 
and  in  health.  Digeftion  is  always  carried 
on  by  a  degree  of  fever.  When  the  body 
is  in  health,  this  is  not  otherwife  percep- 
tible than  by  a  flight  chill,  and  an  incon- 
fiderable  quicknefs  of  the  pulfe.  But,  in 
a  morbid  fl:ate,  even  this  dietetick  fever 
becomes  a  difeafe ;  and  not  only  aggra- 
vates every  feverifli  fymptom,  but  will  of 
itfelf  often  bring  on  a  confiderable  fever. 
Hence  it  is,  that  no  precepts,  in  the  records 
of  phyfick,  have  been  longer  or  better  efta- 
blifhed  than  thefe;  That  patients  fhould 
be  fed  with  the  weakefl:  and  mofl:  fluid 
aliment,  during  feverifh  exacerbations; 
and  that  patients,  greatly  reduced  by  any 
difeafe,  muft  be  nourifhed  by  the  lighteft 
and  mildeft  food. 

When-. 
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Whenever  therefore  the  ftomach  of  a 
Woman  in  childbed  is  oppreffed  by  im^ 
proper  food,  the  dietetick  fever  is  greatly 
exafperated,  the  ftomach  and  inteftines 
are  fpafmodically  affedled,  and  the  whole 
body  is  drav/n  into  the  fame  afFedtion  from 
fympathy.  The  fever  thus  produced  in-* 
creafes  the  acrimony  of  the  inteftinal  ac- 
cumulation, and  thereby  generates,  as  it 
were,  a  fewel  to  fupport  itfelf. 

This  only  accounts  why  improper  food 
ihould  bring  on  a  fever  :  but  every  other 
error  in  the  nonnaturals  will  have  the 
fame  efFeft,  at  leaft  ultimately.  But,  what- 
ever be  the  exciting  caufe,  this  fever  will 
always  begin  at  the  firft  paflages^  thefe 
being  chiefly  aggrieved,  as  being  the  moft 
irritable  part,  and  as  being  the  moft 
likely,  from  exteniive  nervous  communi- 
cation, to  afFedl  the  whole  fyftem. 

From  what  hath  been  faid  I  conclude, 
that  the  proximate  caufe  of  the  puerpe- 
ral fever  is  a  fpafmodick  affection  of  the 
firft  paffages,  together  with  a  morbid  ac- 
cumulation there:  and,  upon  thisfuppc- 
fition,  all  the  phaenomena  are  eafily  to  be 
explained. 

Headach 
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Headach,  giddinefs,  tingling  of  the 
ears,  and  even  delirium,  often  arife  from 
an  afFeftion  of  the  firft  paffages  :  and  this 
is  always  the  cafe  in  the  pure  puerperal 
fever. 

The  difficulty  of  breathing  is  owing, 
in  this  fever,  to  the  fame  caufe. 

Chilnefs,  dejedion,  faintnefs,  and 
ficknefs,  are  fymptoms  peculiar  to  the 
firft  paffages;  and  are,  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  commonly  in  proportion  to  the  quan- 
tity, or  quality,  of  the  inteftinal  accumu* 
lation. 

Uncommon  heat  of  the  belly,  either 

externally  or  internally,  is  eafily  under- 
ftood  from  this  idea  of  fever. 

As  the  lochia  in  general  obferve  their 
natural  courfe,  the  womb  is  not  neceffa* 
rily  affeded  in  this  fever  :  but,  if  the 
woman  hath  bearing  down  pains,  we  are 
led  to  fufpedt  fomething  extraneous  in 
that  bowel ;  as  clots  of  blood,  or  fome 
relicks  of  the  afterbirth. 

When  the  urine  becomes  turbid  almoft 

as  foon  as  made,  and  in  lefs  than  half  an 

hour   depofes  all  its  colouring  matter,    it 

is  a  pure  inteftinal  fymptom. 

The 
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The  urine,  however  high-coloured, 
if  it  is  not  diaphanous,  and  provided  that 
it  depofes  the  whole  of  its  contents,  is  an 
ihteftinal  fymptom. 

But  high-coloured  muddy  urine,  with 
partial  of  ho  feparation,  indicates,  be- 
fides  inteftinal  accumulations,  an  imme- 
diate aiffeftion  of  fome  of  the  vifcera. 

From  what  hath  been  faid,  we  fee 
why  a  crifis  can  never  be  expeded  by 
fweat  or  urine  :  and  when  thefe  excretions 
accompany,  in  any  remarkable  degree,  a 
favourable  termination  of  this  fever,  they 
can  only  be  confidered  as  the  effeds,  not 

the  caufes  of  recovery, 
"  This  fever  will  be  uncertain,   as  to  its 
duration  or  event,   according  to  the  quan- 
tity or  quality  of  the  morbid  caufe. 

If  there  is  but  little  accumulation  in 
the  inteftines,  the  fever,  other  circum- 
ftances  being  equal,  will  be  milder,  and 
will  terminate  fooner,  than  when^there  is 
a  great  deal. 

If  the  difeafe  is  attended  with  a  loofe- 

nefs,   it   will,  other  circumflances  being 

equal,   terminate  fc)oner  than   when    the 

ftools  are  more  fparing. 

When 
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When  the  belly  is  large  and  hard,  as 
there  muft  be  a  great  accumulation,  the 
cure  will  at  leaft  be  tedious. 

When  the  belly  is  in  general  foft  but 
with  partial  hardnelTes,  there  are  probably 
very  hard  vifcid  accumulations,  which 
muft  indicate  a  flow  recovery. 

If  the  external  marks  of  inteftinal  con- 
geftion  be  attended  with  fevere  ifebrile  ex- 
acerbations, and  a  high-coloured  urine 
with  flow  or  partial  feparation,  we  muft 
conclude  that  the  fever  is  not  fimple ;  but 
complicated  with  other  vifceral  aftedlions. 

When  a  peculiar  ftatc  of  the  air,  a 
neglea  of  cleanlinefs,  or  other  caufes, 
confpire  to  promote  a  great  degree  of  pu- 
trefadion  in  the  bowels,  the  difeafe  will 
be  very  dangerous,  and  foon  end  fatally  j 
as  the  whole  habit  muft  be  tainted,  and 
fome  parts  abfolutely  corrupted,  by  the 
inteftinal  putrid  fomes,  long  before  it  can 
be  carried  off  by  any  degree  of  purging 
confiftent  with  the  ftrength  of  the  pa- 
tient :  for  fuch  are  the  convolutions  and 
length  of  the  inteftinal  tube,  and  fuch  the 
clotted  and  vifcid  nature  of  its  contents, 
that    confidcrable   accumulations   cannot 

generally 
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generally  be  carried  off  In  lefs  than  three 
or  four  weeks,  and  fometimes  not  fo  foon. 
When  there  is  an  ofFenfive  fmell  about 
the  patient,  we  have  reafon  to  fuipeft,  that 
there  is  a  great  tendency  to  putrefaftion 
in  the  humours :  but,  we  are  certain  that 
this  is  the  cafe,  when  the  urine  drops  a 
crude  grey  fediment.  However,  in  many 
cafes  of  this  fever,  there  are  no  fymptoms 

of  putrefaffion.  As  it  is  a  remittent  fe- 
ver, it  will  be  allowed,  of  courfe,  to  ap- 
proach very  nearly  to  the  nature  of  an 
intermittent.  I,  therefore,  confider  this 
as  a  ftrong  argument  in  proof  of  what  I 
have  advanced  in  another  work,  that  all 
intermittent  diforders  have  their  feat  in 
the  inteftines.  And  as  this  fever,  through 
continuance,  but  more  readily  from  other 
caufes,  becomes  highly  putrid,  the  notion 
of  a  putrid  difeafe  being  produced  in  the 
guts  is  thereby  illuftrated  and  inforced. 
Indeed,  were  this  a  proper  place  for  fuch 
a  difquifition,  I  could  advance  many  argu- 
ments to  prove,  that  all  fevers  originate 
in  the  fcomach  and  guts ;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  fever  is  nothing  but  an  af- 

C  femblage 
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femblage  of  fymptoms  depending  either 
immediately  or  mediately  on  the  ftomach 
and  guts. 

This  Puerperal  Fever  is  fo  far  from  be- 
ing of  a  peculiar  nature,  that  it  is  exaftly 
analogous  to  the  worm  fever  fo  fatal  to 
children.  The  pains  of  the  head  and 
belly  are  not  only  common  to  thefe  two 
diforders,  but,  if  I  miftake  not,  to  fome 
others  alfo  of  the  febrile  kind. 

Finally,  after  what  hath  been  faid, 
all  inflammatory  fymptoms  mufl  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  complication,  and  by  no  means 
as  eflentially  conftituting  any  part,  either 
of  the  caufe  or  nature,  of  the  Puerperal 
remittent  Fever. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP,    IIL 

Of  the  Cure  of  the  Puerperal  Remit* 
TENT  Fever. 

IT  hath  been  too  commonly  the  pradlice 
to  lay  down  methods  of  cure  with  great 
parade,  muftering  up  as  many  indica- 
tions as  poffible.  For  my  part,  I  think 
no  cure  can  recommend  itfelf  fo  much  as 
by  its  fimpHcity  :  and  I  could  wifh  to  fee 
the  time  come,  when  the  indication  fliould 
oftener  lie  only  in  the  remedy.  Confider- 
ing  that  this  is  the  natural  method,  and 
that  it  hath  been  adopted  by  the  Chinefe 
for  ages,  it  might  feem  wonderful  that 
attempts  of  this  kind  fhould  not  be  re- 
ceived with  more  general  approbation, 
did  we  not  know  that  this  hath  always 
been  the  fate,  at  leaft  for  a  time,  of  even 
the  moft  interefting  innovations. 

This  fimple,  or  fpecifick,  method  is  of 
all  others  the  moft  perfedl  3  and  the  only 
natural  one  :  for  it  a6ts  immediately  on  the 
whole  proximate  caufe  ;  by  which  means 
the  difeafe  is  not  only  foon  eradicated,  but 

C  2  every 
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every  fymptom  is  daily  mitigating  during 
the  whole  progrefs  of  the  cure.  This  me- 
thod of  treating  a  difeafe  may  be  compared 
to  the  pulling  of  a  houfe  down  by  under- 
mining the  foundation  on  which  it  ftands; 
when,  of  courfe,  the  whole  pile  at  once 
falls  to  the  ground. 

There  is  a  fecondary,or  lefs  perfed,  me- 
thod of  cure  'y  upon  which  praditioners 
chiefly  depend:  and  indeed  they  employ  it 
fuccefsfuUy  againft  many  difeafes,  though 
we  are  ftiil  at  a  lofs  for  it  in  many.  It 
may  however  be  difcovered  in  almoft  all 
difeafes :  and  a  phyficlan  ought  never  to 
be  fatisfied  at  leaft  without  it ;  as  he  may 
be  certain  that  he  is  otherwife  in  the  dark, 
and  cannot  practice  either  with  credit  to 
himfelfor  advantage  to  his  patient.  I  have, 
in  my  treatife  on  the  kinkcough,  given  a 
true  fpecimen  of  the  fpecifick,  or  mofl 
perfeft  method  of  cure  "*.    I  wiili  I  could 

afford 

*  Since  the  above  publication,  I  have  experien- 
ced the  efficacy  of  hemlock,  as  a  cure  for  the  kink- 
cough, in  feveral  more  inftances ;  and  have  never 
yet  met  with  a  fingle  one  either  of  its  failure  or  bad 
effects,     I  now  double  the  dofes  mentioned  in  the 

fixth 
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afford  another  example  in  the  Puerperal 
Fever.  However,  it  is  hoped  that,  the  cure 
here  defcribed  for  this  difeafe  will  pro- 
perly illuftrate^  or  exemplify,  thefecondary 
or  next  perfe(5l  method.  As  the  one  ads 
upon  the  whole  proximate  caufe,  fo  the 
other  affeds  only  fome  particular  part  or 
parts  of  it;  which  indeed,  in  the  end, 
deftroys  the  whole ;  as  a  proximate  caufe 
cannot  fubfift  independent  on  any  of  its 
component  parts.  This  method  may  be 
compared  to  the  ufual  manner  of  demo- 
lifhing  a  building,  by  pulling  afunder  its 
feveral  walls,  roofs,  and  partitions,  in 
fucceffion  :  the  end  is  commonly  anfwer- 
ed,  but  it  requires  more  time,  the  effect 
is  every  way  lefs  fplendid,  and  too  often 
the  patient  enjoys  but  imperfed  health, 
even  after  the  difeafe  is  faid  to  be  gone. 

Now,  as  this  lefs  perfedt  method  of 
.cure  ads  only  partially  on  the  proximate 
caufe,  many  fymptoms  of  the  diforder  will 
continue  very  troublefome  during  a  great 
part  of  the  curative  treatment ;    for  this 

C  3  reafon 

fixth  chapter  of  the  trea.tiie:  but  a  particular  ac- 
count of  my  improvements  and  fuccefs  fhall  be  given 
in  the  fecond  edition  of  it. 
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reafon  fuch  a  method  can  have  no  fewer 
than  two  indications,  the  principal  or 
leading  one,  without  which  no  cure  can 
be  efFedled,  and  a  fecond,  which  tends  more 
to  reheve  uneafy  fymptoms  than  to  expe- 
dite a  cure,  though  it  muft  be  allowed  to 
have  fome  fhare  even  in  this.  But  to  come 

4 

to  the  cure  of  the  Puerperal  Fever. 

There  are  only  two  indications.  The 
firft  or  primary  one  is  to  promote  two, 
three,  or  four  ftools  daily,  in  a  manner 
fuited  to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient,  till 
fuch  time  as  they  put  on  a  natural  appear- 
ance. This  indication  is  beft  anfwered 
by  a  bolus,  confifting  of  ten  grains  of  rhu- 
barb, and  as  much  cordial  confedlion, 
given  every  night,  adding,  or  diminifh- 
ing,  a  few  grains  according  to  the  ef- 
fedh  When  the  bolus  fails,  at  any  time, 
of  its  deiired  effed:,  it  can  immediately 
be  affifted  by  a  clyfler  of  a  pint  of  warm 
water  impregnated  with  a  large  fpoonful 
of  common  fait. 

The  fecond  indication  is  to  relieve  all 
uneafy  fymptoms. 

For  the  heat,  thirft,  and  fcarcity  of 
urine,  the  following  julep  will  be  found 
very  ufefuU 

Take 
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Take  of  mint  water,  five  ounces ;  cam- 
phorated julep,  two  ounces  ;  fyrup  of 
orange-peel,  an  ounce  j  pure  nitre, 
forty  grains  :  mix  them.. 

Of  this  the  patient  is  to  take  a  fourth 
part  every  fix  hours :  and  it  is  to  be  re- 
peated daily. 

With  the  fame  views  the  patient  mufl 
drink  plentifully  of  thin  cooling  liquors, 
as  barley  water,  and  gruel :  and  fhe  (hould 
abfolutely  be  confined  to  thefe,  and  fmall 
broth,  by  turns,  for  all  her  food  during 
the  courfe  of  the  fever  i  taking  this  kind 
of  nourifliment  often,  and  particularly  at 
thofe  times  when  fhe  happens  to  be  low. 

In  cafe  of  great  lownefs,  and  when  the 
food  does  not  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  a 
cordial,  a  large  fpoonful  of  the  following 
mixture  may  be  given  now  and  then  with 
advantage. 

Take  of  mint  water,  feven  ounces;  fyrup 
of  orange-peel,  one  ounce;  volatile 
fait  of  hartfliorn,  thirty-two  grainy: 
mix  them. 

If  this  mixture  prove  too  heating,  it 
may  be  ufed  without  the  fait. 

C4  Both 
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Both  the  julep  and  mixture,  befide  an-* 
fwering  the  purpofes  affigned  to  them, 
often  difpel  wind  ;  and  fo  reheve  not  only 
the  breath,  but  the  pains  of  the  head  and 
belly. 

If  the  headach  continue  obftinate  not- 
withftanding  the  above  means,  a  blif- 
ter  applied  between  the  fhoulders,  or  to 
the  arm,  will  always  give  relief;  and  com- 
monly, at  the  fame  time,  procures  refrefh- 
ing  fleep. 

When  the  patient  is  troubled  with 
vomiting,  or  retching,  which  is  a  fruitlefs 
eiEFort  to  vomit,  fhe  Ihould  drink  chamo- 
mile tea  plentifully.  If,  in  that  manner, 
the  ftomach  feem  not  to  be  cleanfed,  eight 
or  ten  grains  of  ipecacuanha  mull:  be  given. 
It  is  never  necelTary  to  give  a  vomit,  in  this 
fever,  till  a  natural  retching,  or  vomiting, 

come  on. 

When  the  belly  is  large,  and  hard,  or 
much  affeded  with  pain,  the  part  Ihould 
be  fomented  with  flannels,  wrung  out  of 
the  common  fomentation,  for  an  hour  to- 
gether, at  the  diftance  of  every  fix,  eight, 
or  twelve,  hours.  The  warmth  of  the 
cloths  ihould  be  fuch  as  to  be  quite  agree- 
2  able 
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able  to  the  patient.  After  each  time  of 
fomenting,  the  belly  fhould  be  anointed 
with  camphorated  oil.  This  method  not 
only  relieves  the  fymptoms  mentioned,  but, 
by  taking  ofFftriftures  in  the  bowels,  af- 
iifts  the  laxative  in  carrying  off  the  accu- 
mulation ;  and  indeed,  for  that  reafon,  of- 
ten brings  on  a  loofenefs.  When  the 
ftools,  in  that  cafe,  or  from  the  bolus 
itfelf,  or  from  any  other  caufe,  are  too 
frequent,  they  mufl  be  moderated,  but 
not  flopped,  by  giving  a  fpoonful  of  the 
follov^ing  opiate  after  every  loofe  ftool. 
Take  of  fpring  u^ater,  four  ounces ; 
proof  fpirit,  fyrup  of  orange-peei, 
each  half  an  ounces  laudanum,  twenty 
drops  :  mix  them. 
An  opiate,  thus  given,  not  only  mode- 
rates the  ftools,  but  hath,  befides,  an  ex- 
cellent effed:  in  procuring  reft,  which  is 
always  very  defirable  to  a  weak  patient ; 
and  particularly  in  this  fever,  where  watch- 
fulnefs  and  dejedion  of  fpirits  are  fuch 
harafling  fymptoms.  Sometimes  I  even 
promote  a  ftool  or  two  extraordinary,  for 
the  fake  of  giving  an  opiate  in  this  man- 
ner. 

When 
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When  a  pain  continues  fixt,  and  violent 
in  the  belly,  although  the  means  already 
recommended  have  been  ufed,  a  blifter  ap- 
plied to  the  part  will  have  the  defiredefFedl. 

Venefedion  is  never  to  be  ufed  in  this 
fever,   except  it  be  complicated  with  in- 
flammatory  fymptoms  :    and   there    is  a 
good  rule^  in  fuch  cafes,  for  that  evacua- 
tion.    If  the  pain  be  inconfiderable  but 
during  the  exacerbations,  you  (hould  draw 
a  little  blood    when   it   is    at   the   worft,. 
Three    ounces    will    give  inftant    relief: 
and  you  may  repeat  the  operation,  in  the 
fame  manner,   every  exacerbation   till  the 
pain  is  gone  j  which  will   be,  after  two 
or  three  bleedings  at   the  moft.      By  this 
method  you  will  remove  the  inflammation, 
and    fave  the  ftrength  which  is  to  carry 
the  patient  through  the  fever.  It  muft  how- 
ever be  remembered,   that  the  inflamed 
part  is  to  be  fomented  two  or  three -^imes 
a  day;  and  poultices  of  bread  and  milk 
with  oil  are  to  be  applied  during  the  inter- 
vals. I  have  feen  fome  inflances  of  this  kind 
v/here  the  breads  were  the  parts  inflamed. 
But,  when   the   pain    and   other  fym- 
ptoms of  inflammation  are  confl:ant    and 

violent^ 
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violent,  the  lancet  mull  be  more  freely 
ufed.     I  once  met  with  a  complication 
of  this  kind,  where  the  womb   was  the 
part  inflamed.     I  let  blood  freely  once 
and   again.     Fomentations  and  poultices 
were  conftantly  applied  in  fucceilion  to 
the  region  of  the  womb.     Purgings  were 
ufed  more  liberally  than  if  the  fever  had 
been  fimple.     And  large  clyfters  of  warm 
water  were  thrown  up,  twice  or  thrice  a 
day,  to  be  retained  in   the  intervals.     By 
thefe  means  the  woman  had  a  very  good 
recovery:  and  any  fuch  complication,  ef- 
pecially  if  taken  in  time,  will,  I  appre- 
hend, yield  to  the  fame  method  even  at 
the  expence  of  lefs  blood. 

In  all  cafes  with  inflammation,  the  ge- 
neral treatment  for  the  Puerperal  Fever 
mufl  be  carried  on  at  the  fame  time. 

Reft,  quietnefs,  ftillnefs,  coolnefs,  and 
an  obfcure  light  are  neceffary  for  this  pa- 
tient.  Her  linen  fhould  often,  and  the  bed- 
ding fometimes  be  changed.  She  may  be 
laid  in  blankets  upon  a  fquab  every  day  till 
her  bed  is  made  :  but  ihe  (hou\d  fcarce  ever 
attempt  to  fit  up  in  the  courfe  of  this  fever* 
After  the  ftools  are  come  to  their  na- 
tural ftate,  and  all  feverifh  fymptoms  arc 
I  gone. 
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gone,  fo  that  the  v/oman  complains  of  no- 
thing but  lownefs  and  weaknefs,  (he  may 
have  her  clothes  on,  and  lie  upon  the  bed 
with  a  quilt  or  fingle  blanket  drawn  over 
her.  At  this  time,  (he  may  begin  to  mend 
her  diet  v^ith  a  bit  of  bread-pudding  at 
mid-day.  In  a  day  or  two,  (he  may  ven- 
ture on  a  little  chicken,  always  remem- 
bering to  make  the  beft  part  of  her  meal 
of  fmall  broth,  and  rather  to  eat  often  than 
much  at  a  time,  and  never  meat  oftener 
than  once  a  day.  As  the  woman  gets 
ftrength,  (he  will  gradually  approach 
nearer  and  nearer  to  her  natural  diet  ^  till 
at  laft  (he  come  to  go  abroad,  and  may 
then  live  in  her  ufual  manner. 

In  this  convalefcent  (late  little  medicine 
is  wanted,  befide  as  much  rhubarb,  in  the 
manner  prefcribed,  as  will  give  a  ftool  or 
two  extraordinary  twice  or  thrice  a  week. 
In  fome  particular  cafes,  two  tea  fpoonfuls 
of  any  (imple  tincture  of  the  Peruvian 
bark,  taken  every  forenoon  and  afternoon 
in  a  cup  of  chamomile  tea,  will  haften  the 
patient's  recovery  to  her  ufual  health  and 
ftrength. 

CHAP, 
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C    H    A    P.       IV. 

Of  the  Method  of  preventing  the  Puer- 
peral Remittent  Fever. 

TH  E  cure  defcribed  in  the  preced- 
ing chapter  hath  never  yet  failed, 
where  the  difeafe  was  taken  in  time  ;  for 
it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  this  was 
generally  employed  in  a  fimple  ftate 
of  the  difeafe ;  and  that  there  are  many 
inftances  of  the  Puerperal  Fever,  in  which, 
as  every  other  method  hitherto  attempted 
has  failed,  io  perhaps  this  alfo  would  be 
found  inefFedual.  There  is  no  abfolute 
fecurity  therefore  but  in  prevention. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  Puerperal  Fever, 
we  muft  obviate  all  known  caufes :  and, 
from  what  hath  been  hitherto  faid,  I  hope 
this  will  be  found  no  difficult  ta/k. 

The  pregnant  woman  ought  to  live  on 
a  fpare  cool  diet,  and  to  eat  meat  only  at 
dinner. 

Water,  wine  and  water,  or  good  fmall 
beer  is  the  beil  drink. 

She  (hould  ufe  moderate  exercife  in  the 
free  air. 

She 
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She  fhould  go  to  bed  at  an  early  hour. 

She  fhould  never  have  a  fire  in  her 
bedchamber  :  and  every  part  of  her  ha- 
bitation fhould  be  temperate  and  airy. 

She  fhould  be  at  great  pains  to  fubdue 
all  inordinate  paffions ;  and  to  keep  her 
mind,  as  much  as  poflible,  happy  and 
ferene. 

She  fhould  have  a  flool-  every  day  by 
means  of  a  laxative,  if  fhe  be  not  naturally 
regular  in  that  refped.  Eight  or  ten 
grains  of  the  aloetick  pills  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Difpenfatory  v^ill,  in  general,  anfv^er 
this  purpofe  well. 

This  is  all  that  feems  requifite,  by  v^ay 
of  prevention,  during  pregnancy. 

As  foon  as  the  v^oman  is  delivered,  fhe 
fhould  be  kept  flill  and  quiet,  as  though 
fhe  v^^ere  in  a  fever ;  and  fupported,  for 
the  firfl  two  or  three  days,  with  only  bar- 
ley-water and  gruel ;  and  then  fniall  broth 
may  be  added,  by  turns  with  thefe,  for  all 
her  food. 

The  room  fhould  be  kept  cool,  by  re-^ 
gulating  the  fire  according  to  the  feafoa 
of  the  year  ;  and  by  admitting  frefh  air 
cautioufly  by  a  door  or  window  from  time 

to  time. 
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The  ftools  and  urine,  as  foon  as  made, 
fiiould  always  be  carried  out  of  the  room. 

All  the  linen  about  the  woman  fhould 
be  fhifted,  at  leaft  every  other  day. 

A  clyfter  of  half  a  fpoonful  of  common 
fait  diffolved  in  a  pint  of  warm  water  and 
oil,  each  equal  parts,  fhould  be  given  the 
day  after  delivery.  The  bolus,  fo  often 
mentioned,  fhould  be  given  on  the  third 
night  from  delivery;  and  repeated,  every 
fecond  night,  with  a  view  to  cleanfe  the 
guts. 

In  a  week  or  ten.  days,  all  danger  will 
be  over. 

I  know  from  experience  that  this  me- 
thod will  have  the  defired  effed:  in  pre- 
venting the  Puerperal  Fever,  that  would 
other  wife  be  of  a  mild  nature :  but,  when  a 
fever  of  a  very  malignant  tendency  is  to 
be  apprehended,  fome  further  precaution 
is  neceflary. 

In  fuch  a  cafe,  befide  a  due  cbfcrvance 
of  the  rules  already  laid  down,  the  woman 
ought  not  to  run  the  rifk  of  delivery  in 
any  place  where  the  Puerperal  Fever  is 
either  frequent  or  fatal.  The  mortality 
of  this  fever  in  London  cannot  poffibly  be 
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afcrlbed  to  any  other  caufe  than  a  peculiar 
ftate  of  the  air ;  for  no  part  of  the  world 
is  fupplied  with  abler  or  more  experienced 
phyficians. 

People  of  fafhion  therefore  who  would 
wifli  to  ly-in  in  London,  may  fulfil  their 
purpofe  with  equal  convenience  in  fome 
healthful  fituation  within  a  few  miles  of 
that  city  :  they  will  then  be  as  fafe  as  in 
any  other  country  place  ;  and,  befide,  will 
have  all  the  advantages  of  fuperiour  help. 
I  muft  however  obferve,  that  pregnant  wo- 
men ought  not  to  think  it  enough  that 
they  retire  to  the  country  juft  at  the  time 
of  delivery  :  the  laft  month  or  two  of 
pregnancy  fpent  in  the  country  would  be 
an  excellent  preparation  for  paffing  fafely 
and  eafily  through  the  puerperal  ftate. 

I  hope  a  proper  attention  to  what  hath 
been  advanced  in  this  fhort  chapter  will 
contribute  greatly  towards  preventing  a 
diforder,  which,  in  no  ftate,  is  abfolutely 
free  from  danger. 
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CHAP.      V. 

Cases  of  the  Puerperal  Remittent 

Fever. 

THE  preceding  obfervations  were 
made  entirely  within  the  circle  of 
my  own  praftice :  and  I  have  been  cau- 
tious of  admitting  any  theory  that  does 
not  evidently  arife  out  of  the  facts  which 
are  related.  From  a  defire  of  imparting 
firmnefs  and  authenticity  to  the  whole, 
I  fhall  now  fet  down  a  few  of  the  cafes 
which  gave  origin  to  thefe  obfervations  : 
and,  that  the  cafes  may  the  more  efFedtu- 
ally  anfwer  the  purpofe,  my  narration  fhall 
be  full  and  particular.  Ftom  a  careful  pe- 
rufal  of  thefe  cafes,  the  competent  rea- 
der will  likewife  fee,  why  fome  remedies, 
though  much  in  ufe,  are  omitted  in  th6 
general  cure  for  the  Puerperal  Fever.  I 
never  faw  any  die  of  this  difeafe ;  and 
confequentty  can  give  no  diffedioris :  nor 
do  I  think  this  any  defedl  in  the  prefent 
work  'y  fince  the  Puerperal  Fever  is  one 
of  thofe  diforders,  that  feldom  or  never 
prove  fatal  till  they  have  degetierated  into* 

a  more  complicated  malady. 
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C  A  S  E    L 

TUESDAY,  July  2,  1765.  Mrs.  A.R 
aged  twenty-fix  years,  was  brought  to  bed, 
Ibme  weeks  before  the  time,  this  day  was 
fevennight.     Every   thing    went   on    as 
well  as  could  be  wifhed  till  the  evening  of 
the  third  day;  when,  having  catched  cold, 
or  exerted  her  fpirits  too  much,    {be  was 
feized  with  a  chilnefs,  fucceeded  by  heat, 
thirft,  ficknefs,  pain  of  the  left  fide,affe(S- 
ing  her  breathing,  and  a  quick  pulfe.  As 
it  was  thought  that  this  diforder  might  be 
owing  to  her  milk,  her  breafts,  though  ihe 
had  no  complaint  in  them,  w^ere  car^efully 
drawn,   and  rubbed  with  oil.     Next  day, 
fhe  had  a  ftool  bj  means  of  a  clyfter.  Oil 
Sunday  at  noon,  fhe  got  ten  grains  of  rhu- 
barb ;     which    began   to  operate  in  th^. 
evening  :  and,  fince  that  time,  (he  has  had 
many  ftools ;  the  laflof  which  was  at  fevea 
this  morning.  The  ftools  are  copious,  flimy, 
lumpy,  of  various  colours,  and  very  offenfive. 
After  the  loofenefs   began,   fhe  was  feized 
with  violent  pain  in  her  back,  which  con- 
tinued till  this  morning;  when  it  has  (hifted 
into  her  belly,  and  affeds  it  all  over  with 
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great  violence,  and  a  fcnfe  of  bearing 
down.  Breaking  wind  relieves  the  pain. 
There  is  often  a  rumbling  noife  in  her 
belly.  Yefterday  morning,  upon  the  lo- 
chia cealing,  (he  began  to  havv'k  up  great 
quantities  of  tough  phlegm;  and  continued 
to  do  fo  all  day.  She  has  had  little  or  no 
lleep  fince  the  loofenefs  began.  Her 
breathing  is  ft  ill  afFeded.  She  is  thirfty  ^ 
and  often  fick  at  ftomach.  Herpulfe  is 
quick,  and  not  low.  She  is  of  a  weakly 
habit ;  and  has  been  generally  unhealthy 
all  her  life.  Her  fpirits  are  naturally  une- 
qual, being  either  high  or  low.  She 
was  often  ill  during  pregnancy,  efpecially 
of  the  pain  in  her  left  fide,  attended 
with  feverifh  fymptoms :  and  bleeding, 
andblifters,  always  did  her  good.  During 
that  period  ihe  lived  chiefly  on  milk. 

The  belly  is  to  be  fomented  with  cloths, 
wrung  out  of  the  common  fomentation, 
agreeably  warm,  for  half  an  hour,  or  lon- 
ger, at  a  time;  and  as  often  as  the  pain 
becomes  violent  :  and  it  is  to  be  anoint- 
ed, after  each  time,  with  a  little  campho- 
rated oil. 

She  has  been  fomented  many  different 
times :  and  fhe  is  much  eafier  this  evening. 

D  2  Her 
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Her  llools  were  more  copious,  and  more  fre- 
quent than  ever,    upon   fomenting :    fhe 
had  particularly   a  very  large  ftool,   after 
each  of  the  firll  four  fomentations.     The 
ftools  now  come  away  almofl  infenfibly; 
are  ftill  very  offenfive ;   and  fome  of  them 
froth  and   ferment  like  barm.     She    feels 
the  ftools  to  come,  as  it  were  entirely,  from 
her  left  fide.    Her  breathing  is  now  free. 
Her  fpirits  are  better  ;    and  fhe  finds  her- 
felf  very  happy  :  but  flill  fhe  has  no  difpo- 
iitlon  to  fleep.    She  has  fweated  the  great- 
efl  part  of  tlie  afternoon.  The  thirfl  conti- 
nues ;    but  the   ficknefs   is  gone.     Hard- 
nefies  and  inequalities  are  felt  in  her  belly. 
Her  pulfe  is  quick. 

The  fomentation  and  oil  are  continued  : 
and  Iheis  totake  a  fpoonful  or  two  of  the 
foliovv^ing  mixture  when  low. 

Take  of  fimple  mint  water,  and  fpring 
water,  each  three  ounces ;  fyrup  of 
orange  peel,  an  ounce  ;  fait  of  hartf- 
horn,  twenty  grains  :   mix  them. 

July    3.    She  had    two    ftools    in    the 
night.     She  ilept  none  j  though  fhe  conti- 
nued pretty  eafy  till   fi-ve  this  mornings 
when  her  whole    belly,  but  particularly 
4.  the 
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the  left  fide  of  it  from  about  the  height 
of  the  navel  down  to  the  groin,  became 
afFedled  with  violent  pain ;  which  has 
continued,  with  very  little  intervals  ;  and 
is  rather  growing  worfe  this  forenoon. 
Breaking  wind  ftill  relieves  the  pain.  The 
belly  is  not  tenfe.  The  thirft  continues. 
Her  fkin  is  pretty  cool.  Her  pulfe  is 
fliarp,  but  fcarce  fo  quick. — As  the  mix- 
ture heated  her,  flie  has  taken  it  but 
twice.  The  fomentation  and  oil  do  not 
relieve  her  now. 

The  fame  method  is  continued  :  and  a 
large  blifter  is  to  be  applied  immediately 
to  the  left  fide  of  her  belly. 

Having  been  very  fick,  fhe  encouraged 
vomiting  by  drinking  chamomile  tea; 
and  brought  up  fome  green  phlegm.  She 
has  had  fix  ftools  of  a  more  natural  colour, 
but  ftill  lumpy.  The  pain  continues  vio- 
lent this  afternoon.  She  is  often  very  low, 
and  defpairs  of  living.  She  is  much  trou- 
bled with  wind ;  and  breaks  fome  by 
meansof  the  mixture  i  but  ftill  complains 
of  its  heat. 

The  mixture,  fomentation,  and  oil,  are 
to  be  omitted.     She  is  defired   to  take   a 
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fpoonful  of  fimple  mint  water,  when  low ; 
and  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  julep 
immediateiv. 

Take  of  the  chalk  julep,  eight  ounces ; 
laudanum,  fixteen  drops  :  mix  them. 

She  flept  found  for  an  hour  after  the 
julep.  Her  belly  is  free  from  pain  to- 
night. Her  pulfe  is  ftill  quick. — The 
mint  water  relieves  her ;  and  is  to  be  con- 
tinued. 

July  4.  She  flept  none,  and  was  very 
low,  in  the  night ;  and  continues  fo  to- 
day. She  is  frequently  lick,  and  retches, 
and  brings  up  tough  phlegm. — She  alfo 
vomits  whatever  ihe  takes.  Her  urine  is 
copious^  and  with  a  fediment. — She  is  to 
take  four  grains  of  ipecacuanha  immedi- 
ately for  a  vomit. 

•  She  threw  up  a  great  deal  of  phlegm 
with  the  vomit ;  and  afterward  had  two 
ftools,  loofe,  and  of  a  more  natural  ap- 
pearance. She  is  very  low,  and  loaths  all 
forts  of  food  to-night ;  but  has  not  retch- 
ed fince  the  operation  of  the  vomit.  She 
complains  much  of  thirft ;  and  yet  fays 
ihe  cannot  fwallow,  on  account  of  a  heat 
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and  drynefs  in  her  throat ;  though  no- 
thing amifs  can  be  feen  in  it.  Her  tongue 
is  moift.  Her  fl^in  is  cool.  She  wifhes 
much  for  fleep,  having  had  none  all  day. 
-«— Shegot  a  little  burnt  wine  diluted  with 
water  after  the  vomit  :  and  it  agreed  with 
her.  She  alfo  likes  the  mint  water  3  and 
fays  it  does  her  good.  She  is  allowed  to 
take  a  little  of  either  occalionally.  Chicken 
broth  and  panado  are  ordered  for  her,  by 
turns,  every  two  hours,  when  awake ;  and 
the  following  draught  immediately. 

Take  of  fimple  mint  water,  and  lemon 
juice,  each  half  an  ounce ;  fait  of 
tartar,  twenty  grains  ;  rhubarb,  five 
grains ;  laudanum,  eight  drops :  mix 
them.  - 

July  5.  She  had  frequent  refrefliing 
fleeps  in  the  night ;  and  took  her  food  re- 
gularly. Herfpirits  are  better  this  morn- 
ing. Her  pulfe  is  fcarce  fo  quick,  and 
not  low.  She  has  had  a  tolerable  day, 
having  made  no  complaint  but  of  lownefs. 
She  has  had  fome  unrefrefliing  fleep.  She 
is  ftill  thirfty  :  and  her  pulfe  is,  to-night, 
much  as  in  the  morning.  Her  tongue  is 
D  4.  moift. 
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moift.     Her  fkln  is  temperate.     She   hai 
had  no  ftool. 

The  mint  water  is  to  be  continued  occa-? 
fionally  :  and  the  draught,  without  lauda-t 
num,  is  to  be  repeated  to-night.  She 
took  a  fpoonful  of  the  following  decoction 
at  four  in  the  afternoon ;  and  is  to  take 
another  at  fix  in  the  morning. 

Take  of  the  Peruvian  bark  powdered, 
one  ounce  j  fpring  water,  three  Eng- 
lifli  pints  :  boil  them  together  to  one 
pint  ]   and  ftrain  the  liquor  for  ufe. 

July  6.  Laft  night,  fhe  became  fick, 
upon  taking  a  little  eowflipwine;  and 
vomited  a  great  deal  of  phlegm.  She  had 
feveral  refreiliing  fleeps,  of  half  an  hour 
at  a  time,  in  the  night ;  and  is  not  fo 
low  to-day.  She  has  had  two  loofe  ftools  ; 
and,  after  the  laft,  flie  got  two  fpoon- 
fuls  of  the  chalk  julep  with  laudanum. 
Her  tongue  is  moift  :  but  ftieis  ftill  thirfty. 
Her  {kin  is  cool.  Her  pulfe  is  almcft 
calm.  She  has  little  or  no  appetite  :  but 
fometimes  fhe  takes  broth,  or  fago,  or 
bread  and  a  little  wine  much  diluted  with 
water, — She  is  to  take  a  fpoonful  of  the 
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decodion  at  noon  ;    and  two  fpoonfuls  at 
four  in  the  afternoon. 

She  had  fome  refrefhing  fleep  in  the  af- 
ternoon. The  urine  continues  copious. 
Her  thirft  is  lefs.  Her  pulfe  is  quicker 
than  in  the  morning.  She  fays,  (he  is 
better  in  every  refpedl  to-night.— She  is 

to  take  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  decodlion  im- 
mediately,  and  at  fix  in  the  morning. 

July  7.  She  paffed  a  very  good  night ; 
and  has  had  two  hours  refrefhing  fleep 
this  evening.  About  eleven  to-day,  {he 
was  feized  with  pain  in  her  belly ; 
which,  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  went  off, 
upon  her  menftrual  difcharge  coming 
down  :  and  it  ftill  continues.  Her  chief 
complaint  islownefs.  Her  pulfe  is  a  little 
quick,  and  rather  low.  She  has  had  one 
open  ftool,  that  is,  neither  loofe,  nor 
coftive. 

She  is  to  take  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  de- 
codion every  fix  hours. 

July  8.  She  has  had  a  good  night.  She 
complains  of  lownefs,  and,  now  and  then, 
of  gripes,  this  morning.  She  has  broke  a 
great  deal  of  wind  downwards  fince  laft 
night  5  as  fhe  has  done  through  the  whole 
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courfe  of  her  diforder.  Her  tongue  is 
cleaner. — She  is  to  take  three  fpoonfuls 
of  the  decoftion  every  fix  hours. 
^  She  has  paffed  a  pretty  good  day  ;  and 
has  taken  liquid  food  now  and  then.  Her 
pulfe  is  ftill  a  little  quick.  Her  courfes 
continue :  but  in  very  fmall  quantity.  She 
has  had  no  ftool. — The  fame  method  is 
continued  :  and  the  draught  is  to  be  re- 
peated to-night. 

July  9.     She  has  paffed  a  pretty  good 
Bight.     Upon  having  tv^o  open  ilools,  jQhe 
got  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  chalk  julep  with 
laudanum.     She  had  juft   afhow  ofher 
courfes  to  day.     She  complains   much  of 
pain  in  making  water.     Her  pulfe  is  ftill  a 
little  quick. 
The  decoftion  is  continued. 
July  10,  She  refled  ill  in  the  night,  hav- 
ing been   difturbed  with  the  child.     She 
has  had  a  ftool  of  a  natural  appearance. 
The  fame  method  is  continued. 
July  1 1 .     She  was  chilly   about  noon  ; 
and  has  been   hotter,   and  more  feveriili 
fince.     She  complains  of  pain  in  her  back 
and  belly  :    the  latter  is  relieved  by  break- 
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ing  wind.  The  courfes  are  rather  In  more, 
quantity.     She  has  had  no  ftooL 

The  decodion  is  continued  :  and  fhe  is 
to  take  four  fpoonfuls  of  the  tindture  of 
rofes  every  four  hours. 

July  12.  She  refled  well  In  the  night. 
The  chilnefs  returned  about  four  in  the 
afternoon  :  fince  which,  the  pains  of  her 
back  and  belly  have  been  Worfe ;  her 
courfes  more  copious  s  and  her  fpirits 
very  low.  Her  pulfe  is  quick,  and  fome- 
what  hard.     She  has  had  one  open  ftool. 

The  fame  method  is  continued  :  and  a 
draught,  as  laft  ordered,  but  without  rhu- 
barb, is  to  be  given  with  each  dofe  of  the 
decodlion. 

July  13.  She  has  had  a  pretty  good 
night.  Her  courfes  are  ftill  in  confiderable 
quantity  ^  efpecially  when  fhe  is  moved. 
She  fweats  fometimes,  particularly  when 
afleep.  She  has  no  thirft.  Her  fkin  is 
inore  temperate.  Her  pulfe  is  fofter,  and 
calmer.   She  has  had  an  open  ftool. 

The  fame  courfe  is  to  be  continued. 

July   14.     Though  free  from  all  pain, 

or  uneafinefs,    fhe  was    reftlefs,  and  did 

not    fleep,    till    four    in   the    morning  : 

flie  then  flept   found   till  eight.     She  was 
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chilly  for  a  little  in  the  morning.  ^-*-  She 
has  had  two  or  three  hours  refrefliing  fleep 
this  evening.  The  uterine  flux  is  much 
lefs :  but  piles  begin  to  be  troublefome  to 
her  5  though  they  do  not  bleed.  Her 
Ikin  is  cool.  Her  pulfe  is  foft,  and  calmer. 
— She  takes  a  good  deal  of  lemon  juice  in 
her  drink. 

The  fame  courfe  is  continued. 

July  15.  She  refled  pretty  well  In  the 
night ;  and  had  none  of  the  uterine  dif- 
charge  till  this  morning;  when  it  returned 
in  very  fmall  quantity,  upon  her  having 
a  very  coftive  ftool.  —  The  chilnefs,  or 
creeping,  as  fhe  exprefles  it,  came  on  in 
the  afternoon  :  fince  which  (he  has  been 
hot,  and  not  fo  well.  She  is  afleep  this 
evening. 

The  fame  method  is  continued  :  and 
the  rhubarb  draught,  as  laft  ordered,  is 
repeated  to-night. 

July  i 6.  She  was^  diftrefled  with  head- 
ach,  great  reftlefsnefs,  and  the  uterine  flux, 
through  the  whole  night.  She  had  a  very 
hard  ftool  in  the  morning;  which  gave  her 
great  pain  in  coming  away,  though  it  was 
afliiled  by  an  emollient  clyfter,   and  other 
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means.  She  has  been  eafier  fince;  but 
is  ftill  feverifli  :  and  (he  had  frequent 
flight  chills,  or  creepings,  through  the 
day.  She  has  alfo  been  often  troubled 
with  gripes,  which  were  relieved  by  ex- 
ploding wind  backward,  in  great  quan- 
tities. She  complains  of  a  ftufHng  at  her 
ftomach ;  and  wiflies  fhe  could  fpit.  The 
flux  is  much  lefs  this  evening.  She  has 
had  fome  fleep. 

The  fame  method  is  continued :  and 
half  an  ounce  of  manna  is  to  be  taken  im- 
mediately. 

July  17.  She  paffed  a  better  night. 
She  had  a  very  large,  and  very  coftive, 
ftool  in  the  morning.  The  fulnefs  at  her 
ilomach  is  gone  :  but  fhe  is  troubled  with 
gripes,  and,  now  and  then,  with  chills. 
Her  pulfe  is  flill  quick.  The  uterine  dif- 
charge  is  gone. 

The  fame  courfe  is  continued  :  and  the 
manna  is  to  be  repeated,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  two  drams  of  Glauber's  fait,  in  a 
draught. 

July  18.  She  had  a  fliow  of  her  cour- 
fes,    after  voiding  a  very  hard  ftool,  laft 

night* 
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night.    She  fweated  a  great  deal,  and  was 
often  chilly,   in  the  night. 

The  decoflion,  and  tindure,  are  omit- 
ted. The  faline  draughts  are  continued. 
The  laxative  is  to  be  repeated. 

July  21.  She  has  either  got  a  whole 
laxative  draught,  or  half  a  one,  every  day 
iince  laft  report ;  and  has  never  been  with- 
out a  ftool,  and  often^r  tw9>  in  the  day. 
She  has  never  paffed  a  day  without  fome 
chills,  or  creepings.  She  often  complains 
of  pain  in  her  belly ;  which,  fhe  thinks, 
proceeds  from  wind.  She  is  frequently 
diftreffed  with  troublefome  dreams.  Her 
pulfe  is  quick,  efpecially  in  the  evening. 
This  morning,  {he  has  had  a  ftool,  which 
is  large,  very  black,  loofe,  and  full  of  hard 
lumps. 

She  is  defired  to  confine  herfelf  to  a 
milk  diet.  The  faline  draughts  are  con- 
tinued. 

July  22.  She  has  been  much  diftreffed 
with  pains  in  her  belly  to-day.  She  has 
had  a  very  coftive  ftool.  Her  pulfe  is 
quick. 

She  is  to  take  five  grains  of  calomel, 
made  up  into  a  bolus  with  a  little  conferve 
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of  rofes,  to-?^ight  i  and  the  ufuai  laxative 
draught,   at  the  fame  time. 

July  26.  She  has  had  ftools  from  day 
to  day,  partly  by  clyfters,  and  partly  by  the 
laxative  draughts.  The  ftools  have  always 
been  black, and  fullof  flime,fkins,  and  hard 
lumps.  She  has  pafied  a  dead  worm  this 
morning.  Her  fleep  is  fometimes  dif- 
turbed  with  dream-s.  Her  belly  is  ftiil  a 
little  pained.     Her  pulfe  is  almoft  calm, 

A  bolus  with  feven  grains  of  calon^el, 
and  the  laxative  draught,  are  to  be  repeat- 
ed to-night. 

July  28.  Yeflerday  fhe  had  three  ftools, 
full  of  llime,  ikins,  and  pieces  of  dead 
worms.  She  has  had  no  ftool  to-dav, 
though  Ihe  got  a  clyfter.  Her  pulfe  is 
calm. — She  is  to  take  one  of  the  follow- 
ing pills,  every  four  hours,  till  {he  have  a 
ftool,    beginning  immediately. 

Take  of  focotorine  aloes,  and  hard  foap, 
each  a  dram ;  balfam  of  Peru,  as 
much  as  is  fufficient  to  make  a  foft 
mafs ;  which  is  to  be  divided  equal] v' 
into  twenty  four  pills. 

July 
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July  29.  She  has  had  two  ftools  of  a 
more  natural  colour,  and  without  the  ufu*- 
al  mixture.     She  has  no  complaint,   but 

weaknefs.^ —She  has  taken  five  pills. 

July  30.  She  voided  a  very  large,  filmy, 
ftool,  with  much  pain,  in  the  night  5  but 
has  been  eafy  ever  fince. 

She  is  to  take  two  of  the  pills  at  bed- 
time. 

July  3  I.  She  has  had  one  ftool. — She 
is  directed  to  take  two  pills  every  night, 
and  four  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  mix* 
ture  every  forenoon  and  afternoon. 

Take  of  a  decodtion  of  the  Peruvian 
bark,  one  pint ;  fimple  tindlure  of 
the  fame,  one  ounce ;  fait  of  fteel, 
thirty  grains :    mix  them. 

Auguft  3.  She  gathers  ftrength;  and 
is  now  able  to  walk  about  the  room.  She 
has  a  ftool  every  day. — She  is  allowed  fome 
meat  at  dinner.  The  medicines  are  con- 
tinued. 

By  perfevering  in  this  courfe  for  fome 
weeks,  (he  acquired  health,  and  ftrength, 
fo  as  to  be  much  better  than  fhe  had  ever 
been  before. 

CASE 
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C  A  S  E     11. 

December  lo,  1769.  Mrs.  C.  D. 
aged  twenty-four  years,  and  of  a  delicate, 
thin,  habit,  was  brought  to  bed  this  day 
was  fevennight  of  a  healthy  child,  and  her 
firft  after  having  been  married  above  two 
years :  but  flie  has  had  fome  abortions.  It 
was  a  crofs  birth ;  but  every  thing  went 
on  well.  The  lochia  continued  the  ufual 
time:  and  ftill  there  is  a  ferous  difcharge. 
The  milk  alfo  is  in  her  breafts.  Thefe, 
and  the  belly,  are  quite  foft,  and  na- 
tural. She  is,  however,  in  a  fever,  for 
which  they  can  affign  no  caufe  :  it  is  faid 
not  to  be  of  two  days  {landing ;  and  to 
have  begun  without  any  fenlible  chill  fit* 
She  complained  c£  great  oppreffion,  and 
ftraitnefs  of  breathing,  ficknefs,  retch- 
ing, and  hawking  up  of  phlegm  :  but  fhe 
is  much  better  fince  morning ;  when  £he 
had  two  or  three  flools  by  means  of  a 
clyfter,  having  been  before  deficient  in 
that  refpedl  from  her  delivery.  The  fick- 
nefs, and  retching,  are  gone.  The  hawk- 
ing continues.     Her   breathing   is  much 
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better.      Her  tongue  is  molft.      She  is 
thirfty.     Her  Ikin  is  foft.  Her  pulfe  beats 
undred  and  thirty  ftrokes  in  the  mi- 

§he  is  to  take  the  faline  draught  with 
grains  of  rhubarb,  as  in  the  preced- 
cafe,  every  four  hours,  till  fhe  have 
e  or  four  flools. 
December  ii.  She  has  paffed  a  very 
good  night,  having  flept  found  for  fcveral 
hours.  She  has  had  four,  very  ofFeniive, 
dark,  flimy,  ftools.  She  feels  quite  hap- 
py, and  free  from  complaints,  fince  fhe 
has  had  the  ftools.  Her  refpiration  is  free. 
Her  pulfe  is  calmer.  Her  heat,  and  thiril 
arelefs. 

The  draughts  are  to  be  continued  in  the 
fame  manner  :  and  five  grains  of  ipecacu- 
anha are  to  be  given  for  a  vomit,  in  cafe  of 
iicknefs  and  retching. 

December  i6.  Having  been  called  a- 
gain  this  day,  I  find  her  very  ill  about 
eight  in  the  evening.  She  brought  up  a 
great  deal  of  phlegm,  v^ith  the  vomit,  a 
few  days  ago.  She  has  fweated  profufely, 
for  feveral  hours  to-day,  from  a  dofe  of 
James's  powder  :  but  the  fever  notwith- 
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ftanding  continues.  She  is  delirious, 
though  ihe  knows  every  body,  and  gives 
diftindl  anfwers  to  queftions.  She  gripes 
the  bed  clothes  very  much,  and  makes 
circular  motions  with  her  fore-arms, 
the  one  alternately  moving  round  the 
other  as  an  axis.  She  fighs  often  and 
heavily.  Her  tongue  is  dry.  Her  milk 
is  almoft  gone.  Her  breafts  and  belly 
continue  foft.-  She  has  taken  a  dofe  or 
two  of  the  Peruvian  bark  :  but  fhe  loathes 
it,  and  throws  up  every  thing.  Both  urine 
and  ftools  come  away  infenfibly.  The 
ftools  are  black,  and  very  offenfive. 

The  vomit  is  to  be  repeated  imme- 
diately. 

December  17.  She  brought  up  a  great 
deal  of  ropy  phlegm  with  the  vomit :  and, 
as  the  vomiting  continued  after  the  fto- 
mach  was  cleared,  fhe  got  ten  drops  of 
laudanum.  She  was  not  able  to  fwallow 
fo  much  as  a  tea  fpoonfui  of  any  thing  111 
the  night.  She  has  no  notion  of  fwallow- 
ing  this  morning  :  for  when  any  liquor  is 
put  into  her  mouth,  and  (he  is  defired  to 
fwallow  it,  flie  toifes  it  to  and  fro,  and 
then  fquirts  it  out,   as  though,  fhe  con- 
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ceived  that.  It  was  not  In  her  power  tp  let 
it  down.  Though  delirious  fhe  ftill  knows 
every  body  ;  and  is  low  fpirited,  and  un- 
happy, about  the  grief  her  parents  will  be 
in  when  they  come  to  know  of  her  fitua- 
tion.  She  continues  to  hawk  up  frothy 
phlegm,  to  gripe  the  clothes,  and  per- 
form the  circular  motions.  Her  breads 
and  bowels  are  foft.  Her  ikin  is  cooler. 
Her  pulfe  is  not  fo  quick,  and  flill  regu- 
lar.— She  got  a  clyfter  of  a  pint  of  broth 
with  half  an  ounce  of  the  extrad  of  the 
bark  and  five  drops  of  laudanum.  In  the 
night :  and  it  is  to  be  repeated  this  morn- 
ing. She  is  alfo  to  have  a  little  wine- 
whey,  or  wine  and  water,  now  and  then. 
She  is  rather  better  this  evening,  having 
taken  the  vinous  liquors,  and  broth, 
through  the  day,  and  kept  them. — She 
is  to  take  half  an  ounce  of  the  fpirituous 
tindure  of  rhubarb  immediately  ^  and  two 
tea  fpoonfuls  of  the  following  tindture, 
every  three  hours,  in  a  little  wine  and  wa- 
ter. 

Take  of  the  fimple  tindure  of  the  Pe- 
ruvian bark,  two  ounces  -,  laudanumj^ 

eight  drops. 

Decern- 


(    53    ) 

December  18.  She  has  had  feveral 
hours  refrefhing  fleep  in  the  night.  She 
is  amazingly  better  this  morning.  She  talks 
rationally,  and  fays  (he  is  much  better.  The 
circular  motions  are  gone.  Her  tongue  is 
moift.  Her  fkin  is  cool.  Her  pulfe  is 
ftill  quick.  She  has  had  two  ftools  of  a 
much  better  appearance. — The  fame  diet 
is  continued  :  and  five  of  the  following 
pills,  with  a  faline  draught,  are  ordered 
for  her  every  three  hours. 

Take  of  the  extrad:  of  the  Peruvian  bark, 
two  drams ;  extradl  of  liquorice,  half 
9>  dram  ;  fyrup  of  fafFron,  a  fufficient 
quantity  to  make  a  foft  mafs ;  which 
is  to  be  divided  into  forty  pills. 

December  19.  She  has  had  a  good 
night  j  and  continues  better  to-day. 

The  pills  are  to  be  continued :  and  the 
draught  is  to  be  taken  with  every  other 
dofe. — ^The  tincture  of  rhubarb  is   to  be 

repeated   at  night  ^    and  afterward  occa- 
fionally. 

After  this  (he  mended  daily;  and  foon 
became  plump,  ftrong,  and  healthy. 
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CASE      III. 

Friday,  april  17,  1772.     Mrs.    E.  F. 
aged  about  thirty   years,  was  brought  to 
bed  of  her  firfl  child  on  funday  morning  ; 
and  had  a  very  good  time.  She  found  her- 
felf  very  well  that  day,  monday  and  tuef- 
day.     On  this  lafl:  day  the  milk  came  in 
her  breads :  and  the  lochia  continued  in 
the  fame  quantity,  but  were  paler.     This 
fame  day,   flie  eat  for  dinner  fome  calfs 
heel,  and  drank  fome  fmall  beer  after  it  .• 
and,  in  the  evening,  fhe  was  feized  with 
chilnefs,    pain   in   her  head,    and  back, 
weaknefs  of  her  breath,  linking  of  her 
fpirits,  and  thirft :  which  complaints,  ex- 
cept the  chilnefs  that  was  fucceeded  by 
heat,  have  continued  ever  fince.     She  has 
alfo  been  affeded  with   an  uneafy  heat  of 
her  eyes,    ears,   and  neck,   at  times,  ever 
fince  the  fever  came  on.     She  had  a  very 
fmall  ftool,   by   means  of   a  clyfter,  on 
monday.      At    fix   on    tuefday   evening, 
fhe  got  two  aloetick  pills ;   two  at   ten ; 
as  many  at  midnight;    and  a  fourth  dofe 
early  in  the  morning  :   i^otwithftanding  of 
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which  flie  had  no  paffage  till  yefterday  in 
the  afternoon,  when  flie  had  a  very  large, 
foul,  ftool,  and  two  fmaller  loofe  ones.  She 
then  took  two  fpoonfuls  of  an  opiate  mix- 
ture ;  and  has  had  no  ftool  fince.  From 
the  time  fhe  took  the  pills,  till  they  began 
to  operate,  fhe  had  great  pain  in  her 
bowels  5  often  retched  violently,  and 
now  and  then  brought  up  fome  phlegm* 
She  now  defpairs  of  living  -,  is  much  lower 
iince  the  ftools  -,  and  has  ftill  fome  pain 
in  her  bowels,  though  her  belly  be  foft. 
She  does  not  appear  hot ;  but  her  fkin  is 
hot,  and  rather  moid.  She  is  very  thirfly. 
She  feels  inwardly  as  though  {he  were 
quite  hollow.  She  has  no  defire  for  food ; 
and  has  as  yet,  for  the  moft  part,  only  ta- 
ken gruel,  and  fago  with  a  little  wine;  and 
thefe  in  very  fmall  quantity.  Her  pulfe" 
is  very  quick,  and  feeble.  Her  digeftion  is 
naturally  weak.  She  is  of  a  very  coftive  ha- 
bit. During  pregnancy  (he  was  much 
troubled  wath  phlegm,  fournefs  of  her 
ftomach,  and  conftipation.  For  this  lafl 
complaint,  neither  rhubarb,  or  magnefia, 
had  any  effed:  and  flie  generally  required 
an  uncommon  dofe  of  the  aloetick  pills  to 
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give  her  a  ftool, — She  is  to  have  gruel> 
barley-water,  and  fmall  broth,  by  turns, 
for  all  her  food  5  and  three  fpoonfuls  of 
the  following  mixture  every  three  hours. 

Take  of  mint- water,  five  ounces  j  cam- 
phorated julep,  two  ounces;  pure 
nitre,  forty  grains ;  fyrup  of  orange- 
peel,  an  ounce. 

She  had  a  mild,  general  fweat,  to-day. 
She  has  flept  found,  near  four  hours,  this 
evening.     Her  pulfe  is  calmer,  and  firmer. 

The  fame  method  is  continued. 

April  18.  She  was  feized  with  a  cold- 
nefs  of  her  legs,  laft  night,  between  ten 
and  eleven;  which  made  her  fhake  all 
over  for  two  hours.  She  was  afterward 
fluflied,  and  hot,  for  fome  hours  2  and 
then  an  univerfal  fweat  fucceeded.  She 
has  had  little  or  no  fleep.  Her  fkin  is 
moifl:  this  morning.  Her  pulfe  is  not  fo 
quick.  She  has  had  no  ftool. — She  dif- 
likes  broth  ;  but  takes  gruel,  and  barley- 
water,  plentifully ;  and  is  allowed  tea,  as 
fhe  defires  it. 

She  had  a  very  fevere  fliaking  fit,  which 

began  at  Un  in  the  morning,  and  lafted 
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two  hours;  (he  was  afterward  hot  for 
two  hours  and  a  half;  and  is  in  a  gentle 
univerfal  fweat  this  afternoon.  She  com- 
plains of  a  trcmour  through  all  her  bones, 
notwithftanding  the  fweat.  Her  pulfe  is 
very  low,  and  quick.— The  fweat  is  going 
off  to-night.  Her  pulfe  is  calmer,  and 
firmer.  She  has  had  two  brown,  loofe, 
ftools. 

The  fame  method  is  continued  :  and 
fhe  is  to  have  a  bolus  of  five  grains  of 
rhubarb,  and  as  much  of  the  cordial  con- 
fection, immediately.  A  blifter  is  alfo  to 
be  applied  to  her  arm  this  night ;  and  is 
to  ly  on  twenty-four  hours. 

April  ]  9.  She  fhivered  for  a  fliort  time 
laft  night.  She  refted  well  in  the  night. 
She  had  a  flight  rigour  about  feven  this 
morning,  being  almoft  as  foon  as  fhe  a- 
waked  :  and  it  would  come  now,  but  fhe 
checks  it.  Her  urine  lets  fall  a  fmooth, 
white,  fediment.  She  has  had  no  flool— 
The  mixture  Is  continued.  The  bolus  is 
to  be  repeated  immediately,  and  at  three 
in  the  afternoon. 

She  had  a  ftool,  of  a  good  colour,  in 
the  afternoon.     She  flept  for  an  hour  this 
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evening.  She  was  chilly  for  a  little  about 
eight;  and  has  been  hot,  and  fluflied, 
thefe  two  liours.  She  thinks  flie  cannot 
recover.  Her  pulfe  is  very  low,  and 
quick. — The  following  draught  is  to  be 
given  immediately,  and  repeated  at  four 
in  the  morning. 

Take  of  mint-water,  and  lemon-juicei 
each  half  an  ounce;  proof  fpirit, 
two  drams  ;  fait  of  tartar,  twenty 
grains ;  fait  of  hartfliorn,  three 
grains. 

April  2o,  Six  In  the  morning.  She 
has  flept  near  an  hour  to-night.  She  de- 
fponds  much.  The  urine  lately  made,  and 
though  ftill  warm  in  the  glafs,  breaks. 
Her  Ikin  is  cool,  and  rather  moift.  Her 
pulfe  is  low,  and  rather  quick.  She  has 
had  a  fmall  ftool. — She  is  to  take  two 
fpoonfuls  of  the  following  mixture  every 
two  hours,  beginning  immediately. 

Take  of  mint- water,  eight  ounces;  ex- 
tract of  the  Peruvian  bark,  two 
drams ;  laudanum,  twelve  drops. 

Shi 


(     59    ) 

She  has  pafled  a  tolerable  day  ;  and 
fays  flie  is  better  to-night.  She  has  had 
no  chllnefs ;  but  has  been  rather  flufhed, 
and  hot,  for  a  little  time  paft.  Her  urine 
is  copious,  and  of  a  good  colour.  She 
has  had  another  fmall  flool.^ — She  has  &• 
niflied  the  mixture  :  and  fhe  took,  be- 
iides,    a  faline  draught  in  the  afternoon. 

She  is  to  take  four  fpoonfuls  of  the  ni- 
trous mixture  immediately.  The  bark  is 
to  be  repeated,  and  taken  every  three 
hours,  beginning  at  one  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

April  2 1 .  She  refted  a  little  in  the 
night }  and  has  had  two  very  fmall  ftools. 
Her  Ikin  is  rather  hot,  and  her  pulfe  ra- 
ther quick,  this  morning. — She  has  had  a 
painful  fenfation  all  over  her  body  for  thefe 
two  days ;  fo  that  ihe  cannot  bear  to  be 
touched.  The  fame  pain  is  in  her  belly, 
and  groins :  but  her  belly  is  foft.  Her 
fkin  is  hot,  and  moid.  Her  pulfe  is 
quick,  and  rather  tenfe,  to-night.  The 
urine  is  not  high  coloured  :  and  it  let^ 
fall  a  white  fediment.  She  has  had  four 
ftools  iince  noon  :  and,  after  the  laft,  {he 
tooJc  a  fpoonful  of  t^ie  following  opiate. 
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Take  of  fpring  water,  four  ounces ; 
proof  fpirit,  fyrup  of  orange-peel, 
each  half  an  ounce  5  laudanum, 
twenty  drops. 

She  IS  defired  to  take  the  nitrous  mix* 
ture,  inftead  of  the  bark,  till  five  in  the 
morning;  when  flie  is  again  to  begin 
with  the  laft,  and  continue  it  every  four 
hours. 

April  22.  She  flept  a  little  in  the  night. 
She  complains  much  of  the  pains  in  her 
bowels,  and  forenefs  all  over  her.  She 
is  Hill  very  low  fpirited,  and  apprehen^ 
live.  She  breaks  wind  freely.  Her  fkin 
is  moift,  and  cooler  this  morning.  Her 
pulfe  is  calmer  and  firmer.  She  has  had 
fome  loofe  ftoolsi^ — She  is  to  take  one 
fpoonful  of  the  bark  mixture,  with  an 
equal  quantity  of  the  following  julep, 
every  four  hours  ;  and  alfo  a  fpoonful  of 
the  fame  julep  now  and  then  when  low. 

Take  of  mint-water,  feven  ounces  *,  fy-^ 
rup  of  orange  peel,  half  an  ounce  s 
fait  of  hartfhorn,  thirty  grains. 

She 
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She  was  eafy,  and  quiet,  moll  of  the 
afternoon  ;  and  had  a  fliort,  but  refrefh- 
ing,  ileep.  She  complains,  to-night,  of 
the  tremour,  and  general  tendernefs,  with 
pain  in  her  groins.  The  uterine  difcharge 
gradually  lefTened  -,  and  has  been  quite 
gone  thefe  two  days.  The  urine  is  a 
(hade  paler,  and  depofes  a  lighter  fedi- 
ment.  Her  fkin  is  moift,  and  fcarce  (o 
hot  as  laft  night:  nor  is  her  pulfe  fo 
quick.  She  has  had  fix  ftools,  in  all,  fince 
laft  night  :  and  they  are  very  ofFenlive 
and  dark.- — She  has  taken  fmall  wine- 
whey  by  turns  with  her  other  food  to- 
day. 

The  bark  is  omitted.  The  other  me- 
dicines are  continued. 

April  23.  She  ilept  two  hours  in  the 
night ;  but  none  to-day.  Her  pulfe  has 
been  foft,  equal,  and  quick,  all  day,  She 
complains  ftill  of  great  lownefs ;  and 
thinks  flie  (hall  die.  Her  tongue  is  moift. 
Her  fkin  is  moift,  and  not  hot.  She  makes 
urine  in  abundance  ;  but  cannot  bear  the 
trouble  of  having  it  faved.  She  has  had 
fix  ftools  fince  laft  night,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  ufe  of  the  opiate  mixture  ;   but 

none 
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none  Cncc  three  in  the  afternoon,  wheif 
file  got  fix  drops  of  laudanum  in  two 
Ipoonfuls  of  the  julep. — She  is  allowed 
panado  with  a  little  wine,  by  turns  with 
the  food  recommended.  She  is  to  have 
two  fpoonfuls  of  the  nitrous  mixture  every 
three  hours,  beginning  immediately.  The 
julep  and  opiate  mixture  are  alfo  to  be 
continued  occafionally. 

April  24.  The  general  forenefs,  and 
tremour,  are  lefs  to-night.  She  has  flept, 
in  all  about  three  hours,  fince  laft  night* 
She  ftill  defpondso  Her  pulfe  is  equal> 
but  too  quick.  Her  urine  is  high  co- 
loured.    She  has  had  four  ftools. 

The  fame  method  is  continued. 

April  25.  She  has  had  no  fleep  Jaft 
liight,  or  to-day.  Her  fkin  has  been  cool 
all  day.  Her  pulfe  is  foft,  equal,  and 
almoft  calm.  The  urine  is  turbid,  and 
lets  fall  a  grofs  fediment.  She  has  had 
five  ftools  :  the  laft  of  which  was  a  little 
ago  ;  and   it  is   brown,  flimy,-and  very 

offenfive. 

The  bolus  wa«  repeated  in  the  after- 
noon :  and  left  the  colour  of  the  ftools 
may,  in  part,  be  pwing  to  the  extradl  of 

the 
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'  the  Peruvian  bark,  (he  got  a  fpoonful  of 
the  following  mixture ;  which  is  to  be 
contiuued  every  fix  hours. 

Take  of  a  decodtion  of  the  Peruvian 
bark,  eight  ounces;  fimple  tindture 
of  the  fame,  half  an  ounce  -,  lauda- 
num, twenty-four  drops. 

The  nitrous  mixture  is  omitted.  Thc^ 
julep  and  opiate  mixture  are  to  be  conti- 
nued as  ufual. 

April  26.  She  has  flept  a  good  deal, 
cfpecially  fince  morning.  The  general 
forenefs  is  gone  :  but  fhe  complains  of 
pain  in  her  left  arm,  to-night;  which 
gives  her  the  fenfation  as  though  it  were 
broken.  Her  fkin  is  pretty  cool.  Her 
pulfe  is  rather  too  quick*  The  urine  de- 
pofes  a  good  fediment ;  but  ftill  retains 
too  much  colour.  She  has  had  three 
brown  flools. 

The  bark  is  difcontinued.  She  is  to 
take  two  fpoonfuls  of  the  nitrous  mixture 
every  four  hours,  beginning  immediately. 
— The  bolus  is  alfo  to  be  repeated  to- 
night :  and  the  arm  is  to  be  anointed  wit^i 

cam* 
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camphorated  oil,    and  afterward    wrapt 
in  flannel. 

April  27.  She  has  had  little  or  no  fleep 
lince  laft  report.  Her  head  is  a  little 
confuted  to-night.  The  urine  continues 
muddy,  after  depofing  a  good  fediment. 
Her  Ikin  is  pretty  cool.  Her  pulfe  is  a  lit- 
tle quick.    She  has  had  three  dark  ftools. 

The  fame  method  is  to  be  continued  : 
and  the  bolus  is  to  be  repeated,  both  at 
night,   and  in  the  morning. 

April  28.  She  flept  a  little  in  the  night, 
but  none  to-day.  Her  pulfe  has  been 
quick,  cfpecially  lince  noon.  Herfkinis 
moift,  and  pretty  cool,  to-night.  The 
tremour,  and  tendernefs,  are  almoft  gone. 
Her  appetite  is  better.  She  thinks  her- 
lelf  mending. 

The  fame  method,  with  the  bolus,  is 
to  be  continued. 

April  29.  She  flept  for  three  hours  in 
the  morning.  Her  pulfe  was  calm  moft 
of  the  day  ;  but  is  rather  quick  this  even- 
ing. The  urine  depofes  a  pink  fediment. 
She  has  had  two  llools  of  the  ufual  ap- 
pearance.— She  had  her  clothes  on  to- 
day ;  and  lay  upon  the  bed,  and  fat  up 
fometimes.  The 
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The  hitroiis  mixture  is  continued,  with 
the  addition  of  a  draiii  of  magnefia  to 
the  whole  quantity.  The  bolufes  are 
continued. 

April  30.  She  refted  none  in  the  night; 
but  has  had  fome  fleep  to-day.  Her  toes 
were  a  little  cold  in  the  afternoon  -,  and 
fhe  has  been  hot  and  fiuflied  fince.  Her 
pulfe  is  quicker  to-night.  The  pain  of 
her  arm  is  ftill  bad.  She  is  alfo  troubled 
with  pain  at  her  ftomach.  She  has  had 
one  ftooL 

The  mixture  Is  repeated,  with  two 
drams  of  magnefia.  The  bolufes  are  alio 
to  be  continued,  with  the  addition  of  three 
grains  of  rhubarb  to  each.  A  blifter  is  to 
be  applied  to  the  pained  part  of  the  arm, 
to-night. 

IVlay  1.  She  had  little  or  no  fleep  ia 
the  night i  but  has  flept  above  an  hour  to- 
day. She  was  hot  and  feverifh,  through 
the  day.  Her  fkin  is  cool>  and  her  pulfe 
calm,  and  rather  low,  to-night.  Her  urine 
continues  to  break ;  and  is  fcarce  fo  high 
coloured.  Her  appetite  is  good.  She  has 
had  four  dark  ftools :  and  they  have  made 
her  very  low. 

F  The 
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The  nitrous  mixture  with  magnefia  t§ 
to  be  continued :  and  two  fpoonfuls  of 
the  bark  are  to  be  taken  every  fix  hours, 
beginning  immediately. 

May  2.  She  refled  none  In  the  night : 
l)ut  has  had  refreihing  fleep,  for  two 
hours,  this  afternoon.  The  urine  is  high- 
eofoured,  and  onlv  with  a  cloud.  Her' 
fkin  h  cool,  and  her  pulfe.  calm,  this 
evening.  She  has  had  two  fmall  ftools 
of  a  better  tolour*— -She  has  lain  upon  the 
bed,in  her  clothes,  moft  of  the  day. 

The  fame  courfe  is  continued;  only 
the  bark  is  to  be  repeated  without  lau- 
danum. 

May  3.  She  was  reftlefs,  and  feverlfh^ 
in'  the  night.  She  has  had  five  copious, 
dark,  and  ofFenfive  ftools.  The  urine 
depofes  a  whitiih  fediment.  She  is  in 
H  fweat  this  morning.- — She  is  to  have  five 
drops  of  laudanum  immediately.  The 
iriixture  with  magnefia  is  omitted*  The 
bark  is  to  be  continued. 

She  has  been  hot  and  flufhed>  fince 
three  in  the  afternoon.  She  fweats  this 
evening.  Her  pulfe  is  quick.  She  has^ 
had  a  fmall  ftooK— The  Bark  mixture  isr- 
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omitted.  She  is  to  have  two  fpoonfuls  of 
the  magnefia  mixture  immediately;  and 
the  fame  quantity  at  four  in  the  morning. 
The  bolus  is  to  be  repeated  to-night. 

May  4.  She  has  had  feveral  refrefhing 
fleeps  fince  laft  night.  Her  fkin  is  cool 
this  morning.  Her  pulfe  is  quick.  She 
has  had  no  ftool. — She  is  to  take  a  dram 
of  magnefia,  in  two  ounces  of  fimple  mint 
water,  immediately. 

She  was  hot,  and  fluihed,  a  good  part 
of  the  day;  and  fweated  profufely  till  of 
late.  Her  pulfe  is  ftill  quick  this  even- 
ing. The  urine  is  a  fhade  lighter.  She 
has  had  one  fmall  flool. — She  is  to  take 
three  fpoonfuls  of  the  nitrous  mixture 
with  magnefia,  every  four  hours,  till  flie 
have  a  ftool :  and  a  faline  draught,  with 
fixteen  grains  of  rhubarb  and  as  many 
drops  of  laudanum,  is  to  be  taken  to- 
night. 

May  5.  She  has  pafi^ed  a  very  reftlefs 
night.  She  has  had  four,  large,  dark, 
flimy,  ftools  :  the  laft  of  which  v/as  at 
four  this  morning,  when  the  mixture  was 
difcontinued.  Her  lldn  is  hot,  and  her 
pulfe  quick,  this  evening, — The  mixture 

F  2  with 
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with  magnefia  is  to  be  repeated  every 
four  hours  till  {he  have  a  ftool,  beginning 
immediately. 

She  fat  up  for  an  hour  to-day  ;  and  was 
in  better  fpirits  than  ufual.  Her  pulfe  is 
quick  this  evening.  She  has  had  four 
fmall  flools,  dark,  and  flimy,  like  frogs 
fpawn. — The  rhubarb  draught,  with  twen- 
ty-five  drops  of  laudanum,  is  to  be  repeated 
to-night :  and  fhe  is  to  begin  the  mixture 
in  the  morning  at  four. 

May  6.  She  flept  from  ten  to  four  this 
morning;  and  awaked  much  refreflied. 
She  has  been  troubled  with  hot,  and  fweat- 
ing  fits,  to-day  5  and  with  fome  pain  of 
her  ftomach,  at  times.  Her  urine  is  a 
fhade  paler ;  and  depofes  a  light,  white, 
fediment.  Her  pulfe  is  a  little  quick  this 
evening.  She  has  had  four  fmall  ftools  of 
the  ufual  appearance. — She  has  taken  the 
iliixture  every  three  hours. 

The  draught  is  to  be  repeated  at  ten : 
and  ihe  is  to  begin  the  mixture,  as  foon 
as  fhe  awakes,  in  the  morning ;  and  to 
go  on  with  it  every  three  hours. 

May  7.  She  had  a  tolerably  quiet 
night  5  but  did  not  fleep  much.  She 
fweated  a  good  deal  early  in  the  morning. 

She 
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She  fays,  ihe  was  very  hot,  and  feverifh, 
to-day.  She  was  alfo  afFedled  with  pain, 
and  great  oppreffion,  at  her  ftomach;  and 
felt,  as  though  fhe  fhould  die,  if  (he  did 
not  vomit :  but  thefe  fymptoms  went  oft 
with  a  ftool.  Hef  urine  was  paler  in  the 
morning;  but  that  made  fince  noon  is 
high-coloured,  even  after  depoling  a 
light  white  fediment.  To-night  fhe  com- 
plains of  pain  in  the  fide  of  her  face.  Her 
pulfe  is  little  quicker  than  natural.  She 
has  had  fix,  dark,  flimy,  ftools. 

The  mixture  is  to  be  omitted.  The 
draught  is  to  be  repeated  to-night. 

May  8.  She  had  a  quiet  night;  but 
did  not  fleep  much.  She  complains  of  a 
load  at  her  ftomach,  this  morning.  Her 
fkin  is  rather  hot.  Her  pulfe  is  almoft 
calm.  The  urine  is  paler. — She  is  to  take 
twenty  grains  of  ipecacuanha  immediately 
for  a  vomit;  and  to  drink  chamomile  tea 
to  promote  its  operation. 

The  vomit  operated  only  twice;  and 
brought  up  fome  phlegm.  She  has  had 
nine  ftools  in  all  fince  laft  night ;  five  be- 
fore, and  four  fince,  the  vomit :  they  ar« 
ftill  lumpy,   and  flimy;    but,    fince  ths 
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vomit,  have  a  yellowifh  caft.  She  had  a 
good  deal  of  pain  in  her  flomach  and 
bowels,  after  the  vomit,  till  ilie  began 
to  have  ftools.  The  urine  is  now  almoft 
colourlefs.  Her  pulfe  is  ftill  a  little  quick. 
She  only  complains  of  lownefs  this  even- 
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She  is  to  take  a  faline  draught  with 
thirty  drops  of  laudanum,  and  ten  grains 
of  rhubarb,  to-night. 

May  9.  She  paffed  a  good  night.  Her 
pulfe  was  quite  calm,  and  her  urine  almoft 
colourlefs,  in  the  morning.  About  noon, 
whilfl  at  ftool,  fhe  became  chilly,  and 
iliivered  a  little  for  a  few  minutes  j  and 
has  been  hot  ever  fince.  Her  pulfe  is  a 
little  quick  this  evening.  She  ftill  com- 
plains of  her  arm.  The  urine  lets  fall  a 
grofs  fediment^  and  was  high-coloured 
when  made  in  the  afternoon.  She  has 
had  no  ftool. 

The  draught  is  to  be  repeated,  with  the 
addition  of  fix  grains  of  rhubarb:  and  fhe 
is  to  take  three  fpoonfuls  of  the  magnelia 
inixtore,  every  three  hours,  beginning  af 

.four  in  the  morning. 
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May  10.  She  has  had  a  good  night* 
She  finds  herfelf  eafy  this  morning.  Her 
pulfe  is  calm.  Her  fkin  is  cool.  The 
urine  is  of  a  ftraw  colour.  She  has  had 
one  dark  ftool. — She  has  been  hot  this 
afternoon,  but  not  fo  much  fo  as  yefter- 
day.  Her  pulfe  is  ftlU  rather  quick  this 
evening.  The  arm  is  worft  during  the 
exacerbations :  and,  fhe  fays,  the  he^t  of 
the  pained  part  is  then  fo  great,  that,  were 
fhe  to  be  equally  hot  all  over,  it  would  be 
infupportable.  She  is  not  thirfty.  She 
.diflikes  taking  any  liquid ;  becaufe,  (lie 
fays,   it  heats  her.     She  has  had  no  ftool. 

The  draught  is  to  be  repeated  immer 
diately;  and  the  mixture  continjaed,  every 
three  hours,   through  the  night. 

May  1 1 .  She  palled  a  pretty  quiet 
night  J  but  had  little  ileep  till  morning. 
She  was  often  a  little  chilly  in  the  day. 
Her  pulfe  v/as  calm  in  the  morning ;  but 
is  a  little  quick  to-night.  Her  fkin  i$ 
hot.  She  complains  of  great  lownefs,  and 
that  the  heat  of  her  eyes,  and  ears,  is  as 
bad  as  ever.  The  urine  was  of  a  pale 
ftraw  colour,  and  without  fediment,  in. 
|he  morning :    that  made  lince  noon  i$ 
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rather  high  coloured,  and  has  a  h'ght, 
white,  fediment.  She  has  had  five,  fmall, 
dark,  ftools. — She  has  had  her  clothes  on, 
and  lien  upon  the  bed  as  ufual. — The 
mixture  was  difcontinued  in  the  after- 
noon. 

The  draught,  with  the  addition  of  fitve 
drops  of  laudanum,  is  to  be  continued. 

May  12.  She.paffeda  refllefs  night: 
and  what  fleep  flie  had  was  not  refrefh* 
ing.  This  morning,  {he  complains  of  the 
heat  in  her  eyes,  and  ears,  and  of  a  fink- 
ing in  her  fpirits. — She  is  to  take  the  fol- 
lowing draught,  every  three  hours,  be-^ 
ginning  immediately. 

Take  of  a  decodion  of  the  Peruvian 
bark,  two  ounces;  fimple  tindure  of 
the  fame,  a  dram  ;  extradt  of  liquo- 
rice, fifteen  grains, 

» 

The  urine,  made  at  fix  in  the  morning, 
was  of  a  good  colour j  in  the  day,  it  was 
rather  high-coloured,  and  broken  to- 
night, it  is  pale.  She  complains  of  fore- 
nefs  of  her  feet,  as  though  they  were 
covered  with  corns,  pains  of  her  knees 
and  right  arm,  and  great  lownefs.     She 
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felt  lately,  as  though  flie  fliould  have 
been  choaked  with  phlegm :  and  {he  was 
then  exceeding  low.  She  has  had  two 
dark  ftools. 

The  draughts  are  to  be  continued.  She 
is  to  have  a  faline  draught,  with  thirty- 
five  drops  of  laudanum  and  ten  grains  of 
rhubarb,  to-night ;  and  two  fpoonfuls  of 
the  julep,  as  often  as  Ihe  is  low. 

May  13,  She  has  had  a  good  night, 
and  day,  having  been  only  a  little  hot  at 
times,  and  low.  Her  pulfe  is  calm.  Her 
fkin  is  hot.  Her  palms  are  moift.  Her 
tongue  is  moift.  She  is  not  dry.  She  has 
had  two  dark  ftools :  and  the  laft,  though 
fmall,  made  her  low. — Slie  has  taken  three 
drops  of  laudanum,  in  each  draught,  fince 
morning. 

The  draughts  are  to  be  taken  every  four 
hours,  beginning  to-night  at  ten  o'clock. 
Ten  grains  of  the  cordial  confection  are 
to  be  added  to  each  draughty  and  thirty 
drops  of  laudanum,  to  the  firft. 

May  14.  She  has  had  an  indifferent 
day.  She  was  chilly  about  one  o'clock, 
and  has  been  hot  ever  fince.     Her  pulfe 

is 
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IS  quick*  The  left  arm  is  very  painful^ 
cfpecially  at  the  fhoulder,  and  elbow  :f 
and  the  fore  arm  is  oedematous.  She  has 
had  no  ftool. 

The  draughts  are  omitted.  She  is  to 
have  a  clyfter  of  chamomile  tea  virith 
fugar  and  oil  immediately.  She  is  to  take 
the  following  bolus,  as  foon  as  it  can  be 
got  ready,  with  three  fpoonfuls  of  the 
following  julep :  and  the  fame  quantity 
of  the  julep  is  to  be  taken  every  threq 
hours  after. 

Take  of  rhubarb,  and  the  cordial  con-^ 
fedlion,  each  tQn  grains  5  laudanum^ 
ten  drops. 

Take  of  mint-water,  {even  ounces; 
lemon  juice,  three  ounces  i  proof 
fpirit,  fyrup  of  orange-peel,  each  one 
ounce ;   fait  of  tartar,  two  drams. 

May  15.  She  has  pafled  an  indifferent 
night.  She  has  llept,  for  three  hours, 
this  morning.  She  complains  much  of 
her  arm.  She  had  a  ftool  with  the  clyf- 
ter; but  none  iince. 

The  julep  is  continued.  A  dram  of 
maeuefia  is  ordered  to  be  taken  imme- 

'    diately  ^ 
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diatelyj  and  to  be  repeated  in  three  hours* 
The  arm  is  to  be  fomented,  and  afterward 
anointed  with  the  camphorated  oil. 
'  She  has  been  hot  ever  fince  noon.  Her 
pulfe  is  quick  to-night.  She  has  had  one 
coflive  ftool. — It  appears  that,  for  fome 
davs,  fhe  has  been  much  teafed,  and  car- 
ried  about  the  room;  under  the  notion 
that  exercife  is  the  only  thing  requifite  for 
her  recovery. 

The  julep  is  continued.  She  is  to  have 
a  bolus,  of  lixteen  grains  of  rhubarb ~and 
as  much  cordial  confection,  to-night. 

May  16.  Her  arm  is  ftill  painful.  Her 
pulfe  is  calm  this  morning.  She  has  had 
three  ftools. — She  had  a  (light  feverifli 
exacerbation  in  the  afternoon.  The  urine 
was  very  high-coloured  in  the  forenoon  : 
fome  made  lince  is  lefs  fo.  She  has  had 
one  dark  ftool. 

The  julep  and  applications  are  continue 
ed  :  and  the  bolus  is  to  be  repeated  at  bed- 
time. 

May  17.     She  was  hot,    and  fweated, 

in  the  night.     She  flept   about   an  hour 

and  a  half  in  the  morning. — She  fweated  a 

little  tc-day,  but  without  much  heat.  Her 

I  pulfe 
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pulfe  has  been  calm  all  day.  The  urine 
is  of  a  good  colour,  and  without  fediment. 
She  has  had  two  ftools. 

The  julep  is  omitted.  She  is  to  take 
fifteen  drops  of  the  acid  elixir  of  vitriol 
every  four  hours  5  and  a  bolus  of  rhubarb, 
with  the  cordial  confection,  each  eight 
grains,  at  bed-time. 

May  18.  She  fweated  .  lefs  in  the 
night  *,  and  had  fome  fleep  towards  morn^ 
ing.  She  has  pafled  a  pretty  good  day. 
She  has  had  one  coftive  ftool. 

The  drops  are  continued:  and  the 
bolus,  with  ten  grains  of  rhubarb,  is  to  be 
taken  to-night. 

May  19.  She  paffed  a  better  night 
than  ufual,  and  a  pretty  good  day.  She 
feems  to  have  no  complaint  but  weaknefs. 
She  has  had  three  ftools:  and  the  laft  was 
of  a  bright  yellow  colour. 

She  has  drank  half  a  pint  of  affes  milk 
for  fome  mornings  paft :  and,  as  it  agrees 
with  her,  it  is  to  be  continued.  The 
bolus,  with  eight  grains  of  rhubarb,  is  to 
be  repeated,  every  night,  for  fome  time. 

CASE 
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CASE      IV. 

September  i8,  1772.  Mrs.  G.  H,  aged 
thirty-three  years,  was  brought  to  bed, 
on  the  tenth  current,  and  had  a  very  good 
time.  On  the  third  day  from  delivery, 
fhe  had  feven  or  eight  ftools  3  and  every 
day  lince,  not  lefs  than  three  or  four. 
At  firft,  the  ftools  w^ere  of  a  dark  colour ; 
but  are  now  of  a  yellowifli  caft.  Her 
belly  has  been  all  over  afFefted  with  fore- 
nefs,fince  the  third  day;  which  fometimes 
increafes  to  violent  pain,  attended  with 
rigours,  but  without  any  fenfe  of  cold^ 
Thefe  rigours  fometimes  continue  half  an 
hour  at  a  time :  and  are  never  fucceeded 
either  by  heat,  or  fweats.  Her  belly  is 
foft  J  and  not  much  affedled  by  prefTure, 
She  has  very  litde  milk,  though  fhe  fuckles 
her  child.  Her  pulfe  is  calm.  She  is 
thirfty.     Her  appetite  is  bad. 

She  alfo  labours  under  a  violent  cough, 
dyfpnoea,  and  copious,  flimy,  expectora- 
tion, of  fix  months  ftanding:  and  her 
belly  has  been  rather  loofe,  for  the  laft 
three  months.  Her  cough  has  always 
5  been 
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tieen  relieved  by  ftools.  Her  breathing  Is 
free  In  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  her 
expectoration :  fhe  is  much  difpofed  to 
fweat,  efpecially  In  the  night.  Her  habit 
of  body  is  much  extenuated. 

The  child  is  to  be  weaned  immediately. 
The  patient  is  to  take  a  fpoonful  of  the 
cordial  mixture,  as  in  the  general  method 
of  cure,  when  low,  or  when  the  cough 
is  troublefome — a  cup  of  chamomile-tea 
every  forenoon  and  afternoon — and  two  of 
the  following  pills  every  night. 

Take  of  chalk,  gum  arabick,  and  rhu- 
barb, all  powdered,  each  twenty 
grains  ;  laudanum,  twenty  drops  t 
mix,  and  reduce  them,  with  a  little 
water,  to  a  foft  mafs  j  which  is  to 
be  formed  into  twelve  equal  pills. 

The  belly  Is  alfo  to  be  fomented  for 
half  an  hour,  and  afterward  anointed 
with  the  camphorated  oil,  every  night 
and  morning. 

By  this  method,  the  diforder  in  her 
bowels  was  foon  entirely  removed. 

CASE 
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CASE     V. 

Thurfday,  march  4,  1774.    Mrs.  J,K, 
aged  forty-fix  years,   was  delivered  of  a 
child  at  the  full  time  yefterday  morning* 
She  has  been  fubjedl,  at  times,  to  uterine 
hemorrhages,    for    fome    months     pad, 
Laft  funday,   having  eat  fomething  that 
difagreed     with    her    ftomach,    fhe    was 
feized  with  a  vomiting  and  purging ;   on 
wednefday  {he  had  fourftools  from  alaxa-- 
tive ;    and    yefterday,    the    uterine   flux 
having  been   confiderable,  the  waters  a- 
bout   the   child   gone,    and   the  labour- 
pains  w^eak,  it  was  judged   necelTary  to 
haften  delivery  by  manual  operation.  The 
delivery  was  fafe  :   and  the  child  is  heal- 
thy and  plump. — -She  has  paiTed  a  very 
indifferent  night,  having  had  very  fliort, 
unrefrefliing,   flumbers.      She  complains 
much  of  pain  acrofb  her  forehead,  bearing 
down  pains  in  her  belly,    lownefs,    and 
thirft.     She  is  apprehenfive  that  (he  {hall 
not  live.    Her  tongue  is  moi{l:.    Her  {kin 
is  rather  hot.    Her  pulfe  is  low,  and  beats 
a  hundred  and  thirty  {Irokes  in  the  minute, 

this 
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this  morning.  Her  pulfe  is  faid  to  have 
been  quick,  and  low,  fdr  fome  days  pre- 
ceding delivery.  She  has  had  no  ftool 
fince  (he  was  brought  to  bed. 

She  is  to  have  gruel,  and  barley-water, 
by  turns,  for  all  her  food.  She  is  to  take 
the  following  draught  every  fix  hours,  be- 
ginning immediately. 

Take  of  fimple  mint- water,  an  ounce ; 
camphorated  julep,  half  an  ounce i 
white  fugar,  a  dram  and  a  half; 
nitre,  twenty  grains. 

The  pain  of  her  belly  is  gone.  The 
headach  continues.  She  is  ftill  very  ap- 
prehenfive,  and  low.  Her  pulfe  is  low, 
and  beats  a  hundred  and  twenty-five 
ftrokes  in  the  minute,  to-night.  She  has 
had  no  ftooL 

Small  broth  is  added  to  her  diet :  and 
the  draughts  are  to  be  continued.  A 
clyfl:er,  of  a  pint  of  chamomile  tea  and  a 
large  fpoonful  of  common  fait,  is  to  be 
given  immediately. 

March  5.  She  had  a  good  deal  of  re- 
frefhing  fleep  in  the  night*  There  is  milk 
in  her  breafts.     The  uterine  flux  dimi- 

nifhes* 
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nifties.  The  urine  is  very  copious.  Her 
pulfe  is  low,  and  beats  a  hundred  and 
ten  ftrokes  in  the  minute,  this  morning. 
She  had  a  dark,  offenfive,  loofe,  ftool, 
from  the  clyfter,  —  The  fame  method  is 
continued. 

Her  headach  continues.  Her  belly  15 
very  foft.  Her  fkin  is  cool.  Her  pulfe 
is  low,  and  beats  ninety-fix  ftrokes  in 
the  minute  to-night.  Her  urine  is  ftill 
copious.  The  uterine  difcharge  is  very 
pale,  and  is  faid  to  be  great.  There  is  a 
very  offenfive  fmell  about  the  patient. — . 
The  following  draught  is  to  be  given 
every  four  hours,  beginning  immediately. 

Take  of  a  decodion  of  the  Peruvian 
bark,  an  ounce  and  a  half;  fimple 
tindlure  of  the  fame,  a  dram  ;  nitre, 
ten  grains. 

March  6.  She  was  reftlefs  in  the 
night;  but  had  two  hours  fleep  this 
morning,  attended  with  a  general  mild 
fweat.  She  ftill  complains  of  headach 
and  lownefs.  Her  pulfe  is  fcarce  fo  low, 
and  beats  ninety  ftrokes  in  the  minute. 
The  urine    is  pale  with  fome  fediment. 

G  It 
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It  now  appears  that  the  flux  was  not 
great,  but  trifling,  yefl:erday ;  as  it  is 
this  morning.  —^  She  has  taken  three 
draughts ;  and  fays,  they  do  her  good. 
All  the  clothes,  and  even  the  bedding, 
have  been  changed.— The  fame  courfe  is 
continued. 

She  flept  found  for  an  hour,  to-day. 
She  had  a  chilly  fit  in  the  afternoon  > 
and  has  been  hot  and  thirfliy  ever  fince. 
The  headach  continues^  The  urine  is  of 
a  watery  colour,  with  fome  fediment. 
The  pulfe  beats  a  hundred  and  fifteen 
ftrokes  in  the  minute  this  evening.  She 
has  had  no  flool.  The  fetor  about  the 
bed  is  almoft  gone. — 'The  Bark  is  difcon- 
tinued  :  and  the  nitrous  draughts  are  to 
be  repeated  every  fix  hours  as  before,  ten 
grains  of  rhubarb  being  added  to  the  firft. 
The  clyftcr  is  to  be  repeated  immedi- 
ately :  and  a  blifter  is  to  be  applied  to 
her  arm  this  night. 

March  7.  She  refled  well  in  the  night. 
She  had  two  ftools  with  the  clyfl:er  5  and 
a  loofe  one,  this  morning.  All  the  flools 
were  ofFenfive,  and  dark.  Her  headach 
is  gone.      Her    pulfe    beats    ninety-fix 

ftrokes 
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ftrokes  in  the  minute.— She  has  had  a  good 
day.  Her  fpirits  are  good.  Her  appe- 
tite begins  to  be  craving.  The  thirft  is 
gone.  Her  pulfe  beats  ninety-fix  ftroke^ 
in  the  minute  to  night. 

The  fame  method  is  continued. 
March  8.  She  has  pafled  a  very  good 
night.  Her  fpirits  are  good  this  morn- 
ing. Her  fkin  is  cool.  Her  pulfe  beats 
ninety  ftrokes  in  the  minute. — She  com- 
plains of  headach,  and  throbbing  in  her 
ears,  to-night*  Her  fkin  is  rather  hot. 
Her  fpirits  are  low.  Her  pulfe  beats 
ninety-fix  ilrokes  in  the  minute.  She 
has  had  no  ftool  fince  yefterday. 

The  fame  courfe  is  continued  :  and  ihe 
is  to  have  ten  grains  of  rhubarb,  and  as 
much  cordial  confecSion,  immediately. 

March  9.  She  V7as  reftlefs  in  the  night, 
was  chilly,  and  afterward  hot  and  fweat- 
ed  :  but  (he  had  a  very  large,  ofFenfive, 
dark  flool,  in  the  morning,  which,  flie 
fays,  relieved  her  much.  She  has  flept 
almoft  all  day  j  and  is  much  refrei3ied 
with  the  fleep.  Her  ftin  is  moift,  and 
warmer  than  natural.  Her  pulfe  is  not 
low,  and   beats  a  hundred  ftrokes  in  the 

G  2  minute^ 
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minute,   this  afternoon.      Her  headach 
continues. 

The  bolus  and  draughts  are  continaed. 

March  lo.  She  pafled  a  pretty  good 
night.  She  was  chilly  in  the  morning. 
She  has  no  pain  in  her  head,  but  upon 
being  moved.  Her  tongue  is  moid.  She 
has  very  little  thirft.  Her  fkin  is  warmer 
than  natural,  and  rather  moift.  The 
uterine  flux  is  now  very  ftnall.  Her  pulfe 
beats  a  hundred  ftrokes  in  the  minute, 
this  afternoon.  She  has  had  no  ilooL— - 
There  are  too  many  clothes  on  the  bed, 
and  too  much  fire  in  the  room. 

The  medicines  are  continued:  and  the 
clyfter  is    to  be  repeated  immediately. 

March  ii.  She  paffed  a  good  night. 
She  had  a  fmall  ftool  of  a  better  colour, 
from  the  clyfter ;  but  none  fince.  She 
is  rather  low  ;  and  has  fome  pain  in  her 
head,  this  morning,  but  no  where  elfe. 
Her  tongue  is  moift.  Her  ikin  is  tem- 
perate. Her  pulfe  is  rather  low,  and 
beats  ninety  ftrokes  in  the  minute.  Her 
urine  is  of  a  yellowifh  colour  with  a  white 
fediment  in  fmall  quantity* 

The 
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The  draughts  are  to  be  continued,  with 
an  equal  quantity  of  the  polychreft  fait  in- 
ftead  of  nitre :  and  (he  is  to  take  half  an 
ounce  of  manna  immediately. 

March  12.     She  refted  well  laft  night. 
She  had  three  very  offsnfive,   dark,  ftools, 
in  the  morning  :  which  evacuation  raifed 
her  fpirits  greatly,  and    removed    a  four^ 
nefs  of  her  ftomach,  that  had  been  trou- 
blefome  to  her.— She  had   (hooting  pains 
in  her  ears  to-day,  but  noheadach.— -She 
is  redlefs,  and   tired,  this  evening  -,   and 
was  fo  yellierday,  at  the  fame  time,  ow- 
ing, in  a  great  meafure,  to  her  having  feen, 
and    converfed,    with    different    people 
through  the  day.     She  is  low,  and  appre- 
henfive.     Her  {kin  is  moift,    and  warmer 
than  natural.     Her   pulfe  is  not  fo  low, 
and  beats  ninety  ftrokes   in  the  minute. 
She  complains  of  a  chilly,  creeping,  numb, 
fenfation,  all  over  her  fkin,  for  fome  days; 
which   fhe  had    likeways    been    troubled 
with  before  her  delivery.     Her  tongue  is 
moift.      Her     urine     continues     copious. 
Her  appetite  is  not  fo  good.     She  is  trou- 
bled with  wind,  and  breaks  it  freely.    She 
complains   cf    the  heat  of  the  draughts 

G  3  —She 
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—She  is  to  take  the  following   draught 
every  fix  hours. 

Take  of  fpring  water,  an  ounce  and 
a  half;  polychreit  fait,  twenty  grains  5 
white  fugar,   a    dram    and    a  half. 

March  13.  She  has  paffed  a  good 
eight  I  and  is  better  to-day.  Her  pulfe 
is  calmer.  She  has  had  no  ftool.  She 
dillikes  the  draughts  much. 

The  draughts- with  camphire  and  nitre 
are  to  be  repeated :  and  (he  is  to  have 
a  bolus  of  rhubarb  and  the  cordial  con^ 
fediion,  each  fifteen  grains,  to-night. 

March  14.  She  was  reftlefs,  and  low, 
in  the  night.  She  had  one  fl;ool  before 
file  took  the  bolus,  and  three  to-day. 
They  were  all  offenfive,  dark,  and  flimy. 
Jier  fpirits  are  better  fince  fhe  had  the 
jflools.  Her  fkin  is  cool.  Her  pulfe  is 
very  low,  and  beats  feventy-fix  ftrokes 
in  the  minute,  to-night.  Wind  fome- 
times  occafions  gripes;  otherwife  her 
belly  is  quite  eafy.  She  has  no  complaint 
in  her  head,  or  ears.  Her  appetite  is 
bad»     Her  ftomach  is  four, 

5  She 
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She  is  to  take  the  bolus  every  fecond 
or  third  night ;  and  two  tea  fpoonfuls  of 
the  limple  tindure  of  the  Peruvian  bark, 
in  a  clip  of  chamomile  tea,  twice  a  day. 

By  this  method  (lie  acquired  her  ufual 
health  :  and,  in  the  courfe  of  recovery, 
£he  pafled  fome  large  round  worms. 

CASE      VI. 

March  12^  i774*  Mrs.  L.  M.  aged 
twenty-fix  years,  has  been  troubled  with 
a  cough,  and  difficulty  of  breathing, 
ever  fince  Michaelmas ;  and  believed  her- 
felf,  within  thefe  two  days,  to  be  twenty 
weeks  gone  with  child.  For  the  firft 
thirteen  weeks  {he  had  no  menftrual  dif- 
charge :  but,  during  the  lad  fcvcn,  fhe 
has  had  it  without  interruption,  though 
various  as  to  the  quantity.  From  the 
time  that  the  flux  took  place,  fhe  has 
been  troubled  with  pains  in  her  belly, 
particularly  in  the  right  fide  of  it,  and 
down  the  groin,  fwelling  of  her  legs, 
fcarcity  of  urine,  heat,  thirft,  and  a  quick 
pulfe.  Medicines  relieved  her  breath 
much,  and  almoft    entirely  removed  th^ 

G  4  cough  : 
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cough  :    but  the  other  fyaiptoms  conti- 
nued without  the  lead  abatement.     The 
night  before  laft,  the  was  feized  with  fick- 
nefs,    vomiting,  and    pains    Hke    labour- 
pains.   The  pains  continued  bad,   at  times, 
yefterday  :    and,  laft  night,  there  were  all 
the  appearances  of  an  approaching    abor- 
tion, which   it   was  judged    neceflary    to 
forward  by  manual  operation ;  .  as   the  flux 
was  violent,  notwithftanding  a  variety  of 
means  had   been  ufed  to  check  it.     The 
abortion  proved  to  be  a  falfe  conception  : 
and  clots  of  blood,    firm  like    pieces    of 
liver,  came  away  at  the  fame  time.     This 
falfe  conception   confifted  of  a  placenta, 
and   a  prodigious  number  of  hydatids  of 
various    fizes,    which    amounted    in  the 
whole,  to  more  than  half  an  Englifh  gal- 
lon ;  and,  at  a  didance,   had   much   the 
appearance  of  frogs  fpawn.     The  largeft 
of  the  hydatids   was  about  the  fize  of   a 
grape.     The    whole  were   fo   many  thin 
membranous  veficles,  diftended  with  clear 
VN^ater;   and  were  connected   to   one   an- 
other, and  to  the  placenta,  by  cellular  fub- 
fiance,    and  blood   veflels.  —  Laft   night 
was  the  beft  fhe  has  had  for  fome  time» 

She 
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She  had  fevere  bearing  down  pains  in  the 
morning.    She,  then,    got     an   emollient 
clyfler,  which  foon  came  away,  and  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  very  large  yellow    flool  :  and, 
much  about  the  fame  time,  a  large,  tough, 
clot  of  blood  came  from  the  womb ;  iince 
which,  her  belly  has   been  much  eauer; 
but   is  flill  fore  all    over,  and  efpecially 
from   below  the  navel.     Her  whole  belly 
is   alfo  fore  to  the  touch,  but  quite  foft. 
She  complains  likewife  of  pain  acrofs  her 
forehead,    fome     difficulty  of    breathing, 
heat,  and  thirft.     Her  fkin   is  hot.  Her 
pulfe  is  (harp,  and  beats   a  hundred  and 
thirty  flrokes  in  the   minute,   to-day.-— 
Gruel,  and  barley-water,  are  ordered  for 
all  her  food.     She  is  to  take  a  fourth   part 
of  the  following  mixture,  every  fix  hours^ 
beginning  immediately. 

Take  of  fpring  water,  eight  ounces  ; 
fyrup  of  orange-peel,  an  ounce; 
nitre,  eighty  grains. 

This  evening,  her  face  is  flufhed,  and 
her  breathing  continues  a  little  afFefted. 
The  uterine  difcharge   is  copious.      She 

makes 
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makes  water  freely.     She  has  had  no  fleep. 
• — iThe  mixture  is  to  be  continued. 

March  13,  She  had  a  chilly  fit  laft 
night;  which  was  fucceeded  by  a  hot  fit, 
without  fweat.  She  had  fome  refrefhing 
fleep  in  the  night.  During  the  exacer- 
bation, the  pain  acrofs  her  forehead  was 
worfe  ;  and  flie  was  troubled  with  a  throb- 
bing noife  in  her  cars.  Her  ikin  is  cool, 
and  palms  nioift,  this  morning.  Her  belly 
is  much  eafier:  but  it  is  afFe(fted  by  the 
cough.  Her  tongue  is  moift,  and  not 
white.  Her  urine  continues  copious.  She 
has  had  no  ftooL— -She  flept  for  an  hour 
to-day.  Her  belly  is  tolerably  eafy  to- 
night; except  when  ihe  coughs.  She 
is  ftill  troubled  with  fome  pain  in  her 
head,  and  noife  in  her  ears.  Her  breath- 
ing alfo  continues  a  little  afFedted.  Her 
fpirits  are  very  low.  Her  tongue  is  moift. 
Her  fkin  is  cool,  and  rather  moift.  Her 
pulfe  is  low,  and  beats  a  hundred  and 
twenty  ftrokcs  in  the  minute.  The  ute- 
rine difcharge  is  pale,  and  much  lefs. 
The  urine  is  copious,  and  lets  fall  a  fc- 
diment.  She   has  had   no  ftool.-— She  is 

allowed 
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allowed  fmall  broth,  by   turns  with  her 

other  food. 

The  mixture  is  continued  :  and  (he  is 
to  take  forty  grains  of  the  polych reft  fait, 
in  a  draught,  immediately. 

March   14.     She  coughed  a  great  deal, 
and  was  very   reftlefs,   and  very  low,  in 
the  night.     The  cough  affefted  both  her 
head,   and  belly.     She  has  had  fome  re- 
freihing  fhort  fleeps,    this    morning :  bat 
what  {he  had  in  the  night  did  her  more 
harm  than  good.     Her  head  and  belly  are 
much   eafier.      The  wind   makes    much 
noife  in  her   bowels :   but  fhe  does  not 
pafs   any.     She  had  no  chilly  fit   yefter- 
day,   or  laft  night.     She   was  not  hot  in 
the  night.     Her  pulfe  is  foft,  and  beats  a 
hundred   ftrokes    in  the   minute.— -The 
bed  having  fmelled,    laft  night,   all  the 
linen  about  the  patient  was  changed.    She 
has  had  three,    or  four,  fmall    ftools,  of 
a  very    bright   yellow    colour,    and   not 
loofe. 

She  was  chilly,  for  a  little,  about  an 
hour  after  noon  5  and  was  afterward  hot 
for  four  hours,  during  which  time,  the 
pain   of  her  head  was  very  fevere,    but 

her 
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her  breathing  was  free.  Her  cough  is 
much  lefs  frequent.  Her  breath  conti- 
nues free.  Her  fpirits  are  much  better 
fince  file  was  {hifted.  Her  belly  is  not  fo 
fore.  Her  fkin  is  cool.  She  is  not  thirf- 
ty.  Her  pulfe  beats  a  hundred  and  ten 
ftrokes  in  the  minute  to-night.  Her  urine 
is  pale,  and  foon  depofes  a  crude  grey 
fediment. 

The  fame  method  is  continued  :  and 
the  draught,  with  polychreft  fait,  is  to 
be  repeated  immediately. 

March  1 5.  She  paffed  a  reftlefs  night. 
She  was  chilly  at  one  in  the  morning  for 
a  quarter  of  an  hour>  and  afterward  hot 
till  feven.  During  the  hot  fit  the  paia 
of  her  head  was  bad,  the  cough  frequent, 
and  thirft  intenfe.  She  never  fweats.  Her 
fkin  is  cool  this  morning.  Her  belly  is 
quite  foft,  and  free  from  all  pain,  or  fore- 
nefs.  The  uterine  difcharge  is  without 
colour.  Her  pulfe  is  low,  and  beats  a 
hundred  and  ten  ftrokes  in  the  minute. 
She  has  had  three  coftive  very  yellow 
ftools.— She  has  been  quite  cool  fince 
morning.  Her  head  is  pretty  eafy,  ex- 
cept when  fhe  attempts  to  raife  it  from 

the 
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the  pillow.  Her  breath  is  free.  Her 
tongue  is  moift.  Her  urine,  as  in  the 
morning,  is  of  a  yellowifli  colour,  quick- 
ly becomes  turbid,  and,  in  lefs  than  half 
an  hour,  drops  a  crude,  grey,  fediment. 
She  has  had  four  very  fmall  ftools,  partly 
loofe,  and  of  the  ufual  colour.  Her  pulfe 
is  low  this  evening,  and  beats  a  hundred 
ftrokes  in  the  minute. 
The  fame  courfe  is  continued  :  and  four 

drops  of   laudanum  are  to  be  given  her 
immediately. 

March  ]6.  She  became  hot,  without 
any  perceptible  chill,  between  fix  and 
feven  laft  night ;  and  continued  fo,  till 
early  in  the  morning,  but  never  fweated. 
Her  head,  and  breathing,  were  a  good 
deal  affedted,  during  the  hot  fit.  She  has 
had  very  little  fleep,  and  that  not  refrefli- 
ing.  This  morning,  her  head  is  pretty 
eafy,  except  when  fhe  raifes  it  from  the 
pillow.  The  cough  is  much  abated. 
She  is  fl:ill  verv  low.  She  has  not  been 
thirfty  fince  laft  report.  Herfkin  is  cooL 
The  fediment  of  the  urine  continues  to 
drop  foon ;  but  is  whiter,  and  rather 
lighter.  ■—  She  has  been  quite  cool  fince 

morning; 


(     94     ) 

morning  ^  but  complains  of  headach  a^ 
ufual,  pain  of  her  back,  fome  difficulty 
of  breathing,  and  aching  pains  all  over 
her  belly.  Her  cough  continues  better. 
Her  pulfe  is  (liarp,  and  beats  a  hundred 
and  ten  ftrokes  in  the  minute,  to-night. 
She  breaks  no  wind.  She  has  had  no 
ftool. 

The  mixture  is  continued :  and  tQn 
grains  of  rhubarb,  with  an  equal  quantity 
of  the  cordial  confed:ion,  are  to  be  given 
her  immediately. 

March  17.  She  began  to  be  hot,  lafl 
night,  at  nine,  without  any  preceding 
chill,  and  continued  fo  moft  of  the  nighty 
during  which  time  her  breathing  was 
very  ftrait.  She  had  a  ftool  at  three  in 
the  morning  5  and,  much  about  the  fame 
time,  a  rediih  uterine  difcharge.  Thefe 
evacuations  gave  immediate  relief  to  her 
head,  back,  and  belly :  which  lafl:  was 
afFefted  not  only  with  an  aching,  but  a 
bearing  down,  pain.  The  ftool  was 
large,  and  of  a  tolerably  good  colour, 
but  ftill  coftive.  This  morning,  fhe  has 
no  pain,  either  in  her  back,  or  belly  j 
and  her  headach  is  inconfiderable.     Her 

fkia 
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fkin  is  cool.  Her  pulfe  beats  ninety-five 
ftrokes  in  the  minute.  The  fediment 
of  the  urine  is  ftill  whiter.  —  She  has 
had  a  good  day.  Her  pulfe  beats  a  hun- 
dred ftrokes  in  the  minute  to-night.  Her 
fpirits  are  better.  The  headach  is  tri- 
fling, except  when  ihe  attempts  to  rife 
from  the  pillow.  The  uterine  flux  is  ra- 
ther more,  and  of  the  fame  colour* 
Her  belly  is  quite  eafy.  She  has  had  no 
llool. 

The  bolus  and  mixture  are  continued. 

March  i8.     A  bearing  down  pain,  af- 
fecting her   whole  belly,    began    a  little 
after  eight  laft  night,  and  continued  fe- 
veral  hours  :   but  the  violence  of  it  was 
taken   off,  in    lefs   than    two  hours,    by 
means  of  a    clyfter    of  fait   and   water, 
which    brought  away    two,    dark,  flimy 
ftools,    and  moftly  coft;ive.     She  was  ra- 
ther hot  in  the    night.     She  flept  a  good 
deal,  and  always  awaked  very  low,  and 
faint.      She  has  never  been  chilly,   and 
has  coughed  very  little,  fince  laft  report. 
She    has   ftill   feme  head-ach :    and  her 
breathing  is   a  little  afFedled  this  morn- 
ing.    Her  belly  is  quite  eafy.     The  ute- 
rine 
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rinc  flux  is  very  little,  and  colourlefs.  She 
has   no   thirft.     Her  ikin  is  cool.     Her 
pulfe  is  low,  fmall,  and  beats  ninety-five 
ftrokesin  the  minute. 

The  mixture  is  omitted.  She  is  to  have 
two  tea  fpoonfuls  of  the  fimple  tindurc 
of  the  Bark,  in  a  cup  of  chamomile  tea, 
every  forenoon  and  afternoon.  And  iGhe 
is  to  take  a  fpoonful  of  the  following  mix- 
ture, at  any  time  when  low. 

Take  of  mint-water,  feven  ounces  3 
fyrup  of  orange-peel,  an  ounce; 
fait  of  hartihorn,  forty  grains.    . 

She  was  feized  with  pain  all  over  her 
belly  foon  after  laft  report ;  which,  after 
having  been  violent  for  fome  time,  gradu- 
ally abated,  and  was  entirely  off  about 
three  in  the  afternoon:  and  her  belly  has 
been  quite  eafy  ever  fince.  Her  breath- 
ing is  quite  free  to-night :  but  it  was 
much  afFedled  during  the  colick.  Her 
bowels  did  not  rumble  during  the  pain: 
and  fhe  is  not  much  troubled  with  wind. 
She  broke  wind  downwards  in  the  day.  She 
has  ftill  fome  pain  in  her  forehead.     She 

has 
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has  flept  none  fince  laft  night.  She  has 
no  thirft.  She  is  not  fo  low.  Her  pulfe 
beats  a  hundred  ftrokes  in  the  minute. 
The  urine  is  pale:  and  the  fediment  is 
lefs  in  quantity^  and  grows  daily  whiter. 
She  fays,  the  medicines  do  her  good.— ^ 
It  appears  that  flie  has»  had  mueh  unne- 
ceflary  caufe  of  uneafinefs  thefe  two  days. 

The  fame  method  is  continued.  The 
bolus  is  to  be  repeated  irrimediately  with 
four  fpoonfuls  of  the  camphorated  mix* 
ture,  containing  only  half  the  quantity 
of  nitre.  And  the  belly  is  to  be  embro^ 
cated  with  a  Ipoonful  of  the  camphorated 
0iL 

March  I'g.  She  Had  a  great  deal  of 
refrefhing  fleep  laft  night.  She  has  no 
pain  any  where,  but  a  little  in  her  fore- 
head. She  coughs  very  little,  and  breathes 
freely.  Her  fpirits  are  much  better.  Her 
thirft  is  gone.  Her  fkin  is  cool.  Her 
pulfe  is  low,  and  beats  eighty- eight  pul- 
fations  in  the  minute  to-day.  The  urine 
has  a  light,  white,  fediment.  She  has 
had  no  uterine  difcharge  fmce  yefterday 
morning.     She  has  had  one  very  bilious 
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©iFenfivc  ilool  -,  which  is  partly  coflive. 
— She  fays,  the  oil  warmed  her  bowels,, 
and  did  her  much  good. 

The  tinfture  and  cordial  mixture  are 
to  be  continued  as  before.  The  bolus  i& 
to  be  repeated  every  other  night,  begin- 
ning to-night.  Four  fpoonfuls  of  the 
camphorated  mixture  are  to  be  taken, 
thrice  every  natui'al  day,  at  fix  in  the 
evening,  at  midnight,  and  fix  in  the  morn- 
ing. 

By  this  method  flie  foon  recovered  per^ 
fe6l  health  and  ftrengtho. 

CASE    vir. 

November  25,  1774*  N..  O.  aged, 
twenty -feven  years,  of  a  thin  habit,  and 
unmarried,  was  brought  to  bed  of  her 
firft  child  on  the  fifteenth  current  in  the 
morning.  From  her  deliveiy,  fhe  com- 
plained of  a  pain  in  the  left  fide  of  her 
belly  within  the  haunch-bone,  which  was 
relieved  by  breaking  wind.  She  was,  in 
other  refpefts,  quite  well  till  the  feven- 
teenth  in  the  nighty  when  fhe  awaked  in 
^  a  fhivering 
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a  fhlvering  fit,  which  was  fucceeded  by 
great  heat :  and  fhe  has  been  more  or  lefs 
feverlfli  ever  fince.    She  has  had  two  cold 
fits  to-day  ^  the  firft  was  a  fhivering  fit> 
which  began  at  ten,  and  continued  for  an 
hour;  the  other  was  only  a  chilnefs  that 
•  lafted  a  few  minutes,  about  feven,  thiseven^ 
ing.    There  are  aching  pains  through  all 
her  bones  during  the  cold  fits,  but  at  no 
other  time.     A  pain  over  her  eyes  has 
been  more  or  lefs  troublefome  ever  fince 
the  beginning  of  the  fever.     Her  tongue 
is  moift,  and  not  white.     She  is  thirftv. 
She  has  a  Httle  of  a  cough  for  thefe  four 
or  five  days  :  and  her  breathing  is  a  little 
afFefted.  She  has  been  troubled  with  low- 
nefs  and  faintnefs  all  along ;  but  v/as  ne- 
ver  apprehenfive  of  danger  till  within 
thefe  three  hours,  when  fhe  had  a  creep* 
ing  fenfation  under  her  breafts,  and  felt 
as  though  her  breath  were  leaving  her. 
Till  to-day,  her  appetite  has  been  tole- 
rable for  fmall  broth,  gruel,  and  the  like. 
She  has  now  no  defire  for  food :  and  fhe 
was  fick  lately  after  taking  fome  broth. 
Her  Ikin  is  hot;  and  her  breafls  and  belly 
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are  particularly  fo.  Ever  fmce  the  morn- 
ing of  the  day  after  delivery,  her  breads 
have  been  full  of  milk  -,  and  uneafy, 
through  their  diftention,  heat,  and  weight. 
Her  belly,  though  naturally  fmall,  is 
large,  but  foft ;  and  free  from  all  unea- 
finefs  befide  the  uncommon  heat,  the 
pain  having  left  it  about  a  week  ago. 
The  feverifh  exacerbations  have  always 
been  attended  with  general  fweats,  which 
only  ferved  to  increafe  the  faintnefs.  Her 
pulfe  is  fmall,  and  beats  eighty  ftrokes  in 
the  minute.  The  lochia,  after  having  fol- 
lowed the  regular  courfe,  entirely  left  her 
on  the  nineteenth.  She  was  very  coftive 
during  pregnancy.  She  had  a  fmall  very 
coftive  ftool  on  the  eighteenth.  Since 
that  time  fhe  has  had  two  clyfters ;  each 
of  which  brought  away  a  very  large,  dark, 
flimy  ftool,  befide  fmaller  loofe  ones. 
Thefe  clyfters  were  adminiftered  at  her 
own  deiire ;  as  flie  felt,  from  time  to  time, 
a  heat  and  peculiar  uneafinefs  in  her 
bov/els,  which,  fhe  faid,  could  only  be 

relieved  by  ftools. Her  fpirits  have 

besix  much  deprefled  for  feveral  montlis 
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pafl:.  She  has  fuckled  her  child,  and  her 
treafts  have  alfo  been  drawn  occafionally 
ever  fince  the  day  of  her  dehvery. 

She  is  to  have  broth,  gruel,  and  barley- 
water,  by  turns,  for  all  her  food. 

She  is  to  take  a  powder,  confifting  of 
ten  grains  of  rhubarb,  and  as  much 
nutmeg,  this  evening  3  and  a  fourth  part 
of  the  following  mixture  every  fix  hours, 
beginning  immediately. 

Take  of  fpring  water,  eight  ounces ; 
white  iugar,  half  an  ounce;  nitre^ 
a  dram. 

■» 
November  26.     She  fweat^d,  and  had 

feveral  refrefhing  fleeps,  in  the  night. 
She  has  broke  a  great  deal  of  wind  down-r 
ward.  The  urine  made  laft  night  was 
of  a  pale  yellowifh  colour,  and  very  foori 
let  fall  a  whitifh  pink  fediment  in  large 
quantity :  that  made  at  eight  in  the  morn  - 
ing  abounds  with  the  fame  kind  of  fedi- 
ment in  ftill  greater  quantity.  There  is  a 
pellicle,  or  fcum,  on  each  of  the  urines : 
and  their  bodies  refemble  common  water 
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that  IS  rather  foul.  She  is  not  fo  low. 
Her  fkin  is  more  temperate.  Her  pulfe 
beats  eighty  ftrokes  in  the  minute  this 

forenoon. She  was  hot  in  the  day, 

but  without  any  preceding  chill.  She 
had  fome  refrefhing  fleep,  and  awaked  in 
a  fweat.  Her  head  is  free  from  pain  this 
evening.  Her  faintnefs  and  lownefs  are 
ftill  lefs.  She  is  not  thirfty.  Her  appe- 
tite is  better.  Her  whole  body  is  of  a 
more  temperate  heat.  Her  pulfe  beats 
eighty  pulfations  in  the  minute.  She  has 
had  a  large,  dark,  flimy,  ftool,  lately, 
from  the  ufual  clyfter  of  fait  and  water. 

The  powder  and  mixture  are  to  be  re* 
peated. 

November  27.  She  had  her  clothes  on, 
and  fat  up,  and  lay,  by  turns,  upon  the 
bed,  to-day.  She  has  no  thirft.  Her 
ikin  is  of  a  natural  heat.  Her  pulfe  is 
calm.  The  urine  has  a  copious,  whitifli 
pink,  fediment,  of  very  quick  feparation. 
The  body  of  the  urine  is  like  foul  water 
containing  innumerable  particles  of  the 
fame  colour  with  the  fediment,  which 
tend  to  the  bottom  by  gentle  agitation. 

She 
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She  has  had  a  fmall  ftool,  without  flime, 
and  of  a  pretty  good  colour,  from  a  cly- 
iler,  this  evening. 

The  powder  and  mixture  are  omitted. 
She  is  to  take  ten  grains  of  the  aloetick 
pills  this  night. 

November  28..  She  fweated  a  little  in 
the  night,  but  none  to-day.  Her  urine 
tvas  of  a  more  yellow  colour  to-day ;  did 
Hot  break  for  two  hours ;  and,  at  laft,  let 
fall  a  white  fediment,  and  in  much  lefs 
quantity.  Her  thirft  is  gone.  Her  ap- 
petite IS  craving.  She  had  an  open,  yel- 
low, ftool,  in  the  morning ;  and  another, 
this  evening,  open  alfo,  but  browru 

The  two  pills  are  to  be  repeated  to- 
night, 

November  30,  She  makes  no  com- 
plaint. She  deeps  well ;  and  fweats  only 
a  little  when  alleep.  The  urine  is  of  a 
natural  colour,  thefe  tv/o  days  ^  and  does 
riot  become  turbid  for  more  than  four 
hours.  The  fediment  is  in  fmall  quan- 
tity, and  ftill  whiter :  and  the  body  of 
the  urine  continues  like  water  muddy  with 
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loofe  particles  of  the  fame  colour  with 
the  fediment. 

The  pills  are  continued  for  this  night 
only. 

December  3.  She  was  feized  at  eight 
laft  night  with  a  fhivering  fit,  which  con- 
tinued two  hours  ;  and  ihe  has  been  hot 
and  thirfty  ever  fince.  A  fweat  only  be- 
gun within  this  half  hour:  and  it  is 
inild  and  general.  She  complains  of  pain 
over  her  eyebrows,  faintnefs,  weaknefs, 
and  Ibfs  of  appetite,  ever  fince  the  e<)id 
lit  came  on.  Her  milk  continues  ia 
plenty.  Her  piilfe  beats  a  hundred  ftrok^ 
in  the  minute,  to-day,  about  noon.  The 
prine,  that  was  made  juft  after  the  hot 
fit  began,  has  a  white  well  digefted,  tha:t 
is,  a  fihooth  and  compa6l,  fediment,  witl> 
a  crude,  pink,  farface  :  the  body  of  this 
urine  has  a  yellowifh  caf^ ;  and  is  a  little 
muddy  from  loofe  particles  which  fall 
down  by  agitation.  The  urine  made  in 
the  morning  is  of  a  tranfparent  yellow 
colour,  and  has  a  fmall^,  very  white,  cloud- 
like  fediment. 

The  pills  are  to  be  repeated. 

December 
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December  4.  The  fweat  continued, 
and  was  profufe  through  the  night,  and 
went  off  about  nine  this  morning.  She 
has  been  of  a  natural  heat  ever  lince. 
Her  pulfe  is  quite  calm  this  afternoon. 
The  urine,  made  at  ten  laft  night,  is  ra- 
ther high  coloured,  continues  tranfpa- 
/rent,  and  has  a  fmall,  white,  cloud-like 
fediment.  That  made  about  eight  in  the 
morning  ha^  a  grofs,  copious,  pink,  fedi- 
pi  eat :  -  its  body  is  ftill  yellowifli ;  and 
contains  loofe  fubfiding  particles.  She 
lias  had  an  open  ftooL-^She  had  a  ter- 
tian ague  in  the  fpring,  five  or  fix  years 
ago,  which  lafted  eight  weeks.  She  will 
affign  no  caufe  for  the  fever  fit. 

December  7.  At  fix  in  the  morning 
flie  awaked  in  a  fhivering  fit,  which,  after 
an  hour's  continuance,  was  fucceeded  by- 
great  heat.  She  fell  afleep  at  noon,  awak- 
ed in  a  fweat  at  one,  was  quite  cool  by 
two  o'clock,  and  has  continued  fo  ever 
fince.  She  made  water  twice,  and  in  great 
quantity,  during  the  paroxyfm  :  the  firft, 
piade  at  nine,  was  yery  pale^  the  (econd 
was  of  a  yellowiih  caft.    She  h^d  a  Hool 
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on  the  fifth  naturally,  and  one  to-day 
from  a  clyfter  which  was  adminiftered 
after  the  fweat  was  over.  All  her  ftools 
are  of  a  good  appearance.  The  headach 
which  came  with  the  fever  continues  to- 
night. She  has  milk  in  plenty.  Her  ap- 
petite is  good«— It  now  appears  that  ftic 
met  with  great  uneafinefs  on  the  fifth  cur- 
rent at  night ;  that  fhe  has  been  much 
employed  for  thefe  two  days  with  her 
needle;  and  that  flie  has  been  indulging 
a  keen  appetite  to  the  full,  not  only  with 
fuch  food  as  is  allowed  her,  but  alfo  with 
toafted  bread  foaked  in  melted  butter; 

December  8.  She  was  of  a  natural 
heat,  fweated  fome,  and  refled  well  in  the 
night.  Her  pulfe  to-day  at  noon  is  quite 
calm.  Her  appetite  is  keen :  and  Ihe  eats 
her  bread  now  without  butter.  Yefter- 
day's  urine  ftill  retains  its  colour  an4 
tranfparency  without  any  mark  of  ftpa* 
ration,  except  a  very  trifling  white  clouds 
like  fediment.  Th^  urines  made  laft 
night  and  in  the  morning  broke  in  left 
than  half  an  hour;  and,  after  having 
let  fall  a  copious  higb-colouTed  fediment, 
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are  both  of  a  muddy  yellowifh  caft,  leem- 
ingly,  from  loofe,  diffufed,  particles. 

The  pills  are  repeated. 

December  9.  She  refted  well;  and 
fweated  a  little  in  the  night.  Her  fkin  is 
t€mperate.  Her  pulfe  is  calm.  Her  ap- 
petite is  keen.  She  has  no  thirft.  Her 
milk  is  in  plenty.  She  makes  but  little 
water  at  a  time.  The  urine,  made  at  ten 
la  ft  night,  was  of  a  yellow  colour,  be- 
came turbid  in  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
has,  to-day,  a  copious  fediment,  and 
white,  inclining  a  very  little  to  pink.  The 
urine  made  at  nine  in  the  morning  is  of 
a  deep  yellow,  underwent  no  alteration 
for  three  hours,  and  has  now  only  a  very 
inconliderable,  white,  cloud-like  fedi- 
ment. 

December  10.  She  has  had  a  very 
good  night.  She  fweated  a  little  in  the 
morning.  Her  ikin  is  always  temperate. 
Her  pulfe  is  calm  this  afternoon.  Her 
appetite  is  keen.  She  improves  in  flelli 
and  ftrength.  The  urine  made  at  nine 
laft  night  did  not  become  turbid  for  an 
hour;  and  has,  to-day,  a  copious,  whitiih 
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ipink,  fediment ;  while  the  body  of  it  has 
little  or  no  colour,  but  from  difFufed  par- 
ticles. The  morning^s  urine  is  of  a  pale 
yellow,  ilill  retains  both  colour  and  tranf- 
parency,  and  has  a  very  fmall,  white, 
ploud-like  fediment.  She  had  a  ftool  ye- 
fterday,  and  another  to-day,  of  the  beft 
colour  yet.-— Oatmeal  hafty-pudding  is 
added  to  her  diet,  as  fhe  dcfires  it. 

December  1 1 .  She  is  in  good  health 
and  fpirit3.  The  urine  is  rather  paler 
than  natural,  does  not  break  for  many 
hours^  and  at  laft,  lets  fall  a  white  fedi- 
ment.    She  has  had  a  natural  ftool . 

December  14.  She  is  in  good  healthi 
She  continues  to  fuckle  her  child.  She 
has  a  natural  ftool  every  day. — She  is 
now  allowed  a  little  meat  at  dinner. 

C.A  S  E     VIII.. 

March  17,  1775.  Mrs.  P.  Q^aged 
thirty-feven  years^  and  of  a  flender  heal- 
thy habit^  was  brought  to  bed  of  her  firft 
child  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  the  laft 
month,  about  noqrii    The  night  after 
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delivery  fhe  was  greatly  diftrefled  with 
grinding,  that  is,  bearing  down,  pains ; 
but  they  went  off  upon  the  difcharge  of 
a  good  deal  of  clotted  blood  from  the 
womb.  The  milk  came  plentifully  into 
her  breafts  on  the  fecond  current.  Every 
thing  went  on  well  till  the  fourth ;  when, 
her  hufband  having  been  taken  ill,  fhe 
became  very  reftlefs,  and  unhappy,  and 
was  feized,  on  the  fixth,  with  a  cold  fit, 
fucceeded  by  pain  over  her  eyebrows, 
faintnefs,  fulnefs  and  forenefs  of  her  bel- 
ly, heat,  and  thirft :  and  fhe  has  been  in 
a  fever  ever  fmce.  In  a  few  days  after 
this  fever  began  fhe  continued  for  a  whole 
night  in  a  profufe  univerfal  fweat,  which 
increafed  her  lownefs  and  faintnefs ;  but 
did  not  in  the  leaft  abate  the  fever.  She 
has  all  along  been  fubjeft  to  cold  and  hot 
fits  oftener  than  once  in  the  day :  and 
her  fleeps  have  been  very  fhort,  and  un- 
refrefhing. 

At  prefent,  her  head  Is  eafy  5  but  fhe 
can  get  no  fleep,  on  account  of  trouble- 
fome  dreams.  Her  face  is  fluflied.  Her 
tongue  is  moift.     Her  breathing  is  pretty 
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fr^e.     Her  breafts  have  never  been  lin- 
eafy:  but,  though  they  have  been  duly 
drawn,  (for  the  child  w^ill  not  fuck  them) 
the  milk  has  been  gradually  lefTening  ever 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  fever. 
She  is  low,  and  faint ;  but  was  never  ap- 
prehenfive  of  danger  till  to-day-     Hei' 
belly  is  larger  than  natural,  but  is  foft, 
and  free  from  pain,  or  forenefs ;  except 
what  arifes  from  gripes,  which  accom- 
pany her  ftools,  and  are  alfo  trouble- 
fome  at  other  times.     Her  Ikin  is  hot, 
and  rather  moift.     Her  palms  are  very 
moift.     Her  pulfe  is  Iharp,  and  beats  a 
hundred  and  thirty-five  pulfations  in  the 
minute.    She  is  very  thirfty.    She  has  no 
appetite  :  and  fhe  lothes  broth  and  gruel, 
which  have  been  her  conftant  food.     She 
is  much  troubled  with  wind  :    and  the 
breaking  of  wind  relieves  her  gripes.  The 
lochia  continued  copious  for  more  than 
eight   days  notwithftanding    the  fever : 
and  there  was  afterward  a  fero  us  difcharge 
till  within  thefe  two  days.     There  is  a 
fmall  return  of  a  redifh  uterine  difcharge 
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to-day.  Her  urine  has  been  copious,  and 
pale :  but,  for  this  day  or  two,  it  is  faid 
to  have  been  high-coloured,  and  in  fmall 
quantity. — She  had  an  unaommon  fhare 
of  health,  during  pregnancy,  from  the 
end  of  the  third  month  till  within  eight 
days  of  her  delivery.    During  that  time, 
fhe  indulged  a  large  appetite  -,  and  even 
eat  meat  twice  a  day.     She  was  at  the 
fame  time  very  coftive,  having  often  gone 
two  or  three  days  without  a  ftool.     For 
the  laft  eight  days  of  geftation,  fhe  was 
often  troubled  with  what  fhe  calls  a  rifing 
at  her  throat,  as  though  her  food  did  not 
digeft  well;    and  her  belly  was   rather 
loofe.     She  had  a  ftool  when  in  labour  fo 
very  offenfive,  that  the  attending  far- 
geon  could  fcarce  bear  it.     She  had  no 
ftool  for  fome  days  after  delivery  i  but, 
ever  fmce,   ftie  has  had  at  the  rate  of 
two  every  other  day ;  and  they  have  al- 
ways been  very  dark  and  ojfFenfive. — She 
has  been  taking  rhubarb,  magnefia,  and 
Rochelle  falts,  from  time  to  time;  alfo 
mixtures  with  nitre  and  camphire. — She 
got  ten  grains  of  ipecacuanha  to-day, 
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v/hich  made  her  vomit  once^  and  Brin^ 
up  Ibme  phlegm.  She  has  had  three  fmall 
ftools  to-day ;  one  before,  and  two  finee, 
the  vomit,  beiide  feveral  fruitlefs  motions 
with  gripes. — She  has  been  much  expofed 
to  company,  and  her  room  has  been  kept 
too  warm,  during  the  courfe  of  this  fever. 
She  is  to  continue  the  broth  and  gruel 
by  turns  for  all  her  food.— -She  is  to  tak^ 
a  bolus  of  rhubarb  and  the  cordial  con- 
feftion  each  ten  grains,  immediately. 
She  is  to  take  a  fourth  part  of  the  fol^^ 
lowing  mixture  with  the  bolus,  and  the 
fame  quantity  every  fix  hours  after. 

Take  of  mint-water,  feven  ounces^ 
fyrup  of  orange-peel,  an  ounces 
pure  nitre,  a  dram, 

March  i8.  She  had  fome  fhort,  re-- 
frefliing  fleeps  in  the  night;  and  flept 
found  from  five  to  feven  this  morning. 
She  had  two  ftqols,  of  a  very  dark  bilious 
colour,  with  wind  and  gripes,  in  th« 
night.  She  has  been  often  troubled  with 
gripes  attended  with  tenefmus,  that  is, 
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fruitlefs  motions  to  ftool  fmce  laft  re- 
port. The  gripes  have  always  the  effe6l 
of  rendering  the  belly  fore  to  the  touch 
for  fome  time  after.  The  urine  made  be- 
tween two  and  three  in  the  morning  be- 
came turbid,  and  whitifh,  in  half  an 
hour;  and  continues  fo  without  fedi- 
ment.  That  made  at  eight  in  the  morn- 
ing is  of  a  natural  colour,  and  has  not 
yet  undergone  any  change.  She  has  ra- 
ther more  milk.  Her  pulfe  is  foft,  and 
beats  eighty-five  ftrokes  in  the  minute, 
this  forenoon.  The  uterine  difcharge  is 
gone. — She  was  cold,  efpecially  over  her 
arms,  for  a  few  minutes,  about  twa 
o'clock;  and  has  been  hot  ever  fince.  She 
flept  found  about  an  hour  and  a  half  in 
the  afternoon.  She  now  complains  only 
of  heat,  thirft,  and  forenefs  of  her  bellyy 
efpecially,  upon  changing  her  poflure. 
Her  fpirits  have  been  good  all  day,  and 
continue  fo.  Her  countenance  is  fiufhed. 
Her  tongue  is  rough.  Her  (kin  is  hot. 
Her  pulfe  is  fmall,  and  beats  a  hundred 
and  fifteen  pulfations  in  the  minute,  to- 
night. The  morning  urines  continue  the 
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fame.  The  urine  made  at  two  in  the  af- 
ternoon is  tranfparent,  and  rather  high 
coloured,  with  a  very  trifling  cloud-like 
fediment.  The  urine  made  about  an 
hour  ago  became  turbid  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes, and  now  depofes  a  fediment.  She 
has  had  two  more  very  dark  ftools  with 
wind  and  gripes.     Her  belly  is  lefs. 

The  bolus  is  to  be  repeated :  and  fhe 
is  to  take  a  fourth  part  of  the  following 
mixture  every  fix  hours,  beginning  im- 
mediately. 

Take  of  fpring  water,  nine  ounces; 
fyrup  of  orange-peel,  one  ounce; 
pure  nitre,  a  dram. 

,  March  19,  She  was  low,  reftlefs,  very 
hot,  and  thirfty,  from  eleven  to  two  in  the 
morning.  She  fell  alleep  at  fix,  flept 
found  for  an  hour  and  a^half,  and  awak- 
ed in  a  profufe  general  fweat.  Her  face 
is  fluilied  this  forenoon,  ;  Her  tongue  is 
rough,  and  whitiili.  She  is  neither  low, 
nor  faint.  Her  Ikin  is  mpift,  and  more 
temperate.     Her  pulieis  low,  and;beats 
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eighty-five  ftrokes  in  the  minute.     She 
has  Uttle  thirft;   and  ftill  no  appetite. 
The  urine  made  early  yefterday  in  the  af- 
ternoon is  turbid  without  fediment.  That 
made  in  the  evening  is  of  an  orange  co- 
lour, and  has  a  light  pink  fediment  with 
diffufed  particles  of  the  fame  colour.  The 
urine  made  at  five  this  morning  depofes 
the  fame  kind  of  fediment.     She  has  had 
two  ftools,  very  loofe,  and  of  a  better  co- 
lour.    She  was  griped  in  the  night,  not 
only  with  her  flools,  but  at  other  times. 
She  continues   to  pafs  a  great  deal  of 
wind,   and  with  relief. — She  has  nevef 
been  chill  to-day;    and  has  fweated   a 
good  deal.     She  has  had  feveral  Ihort  but 
found  fleeps.     She  has  had  a  fmall  loofe 
griping  flool,  with  a  good  deal  of  wind. 
— Her  fkin  is  moifl  and  of  a  moderate 
warmth  to-night.     Her  pulfe  is  rather 
fharp,  and  beats  ninety  flrokes  in  the  mi- 
nute.    Her  tongue  is  fofter  and  not  (o 
white.     Her  thirft  is  gone.     Her  fpirits 
are  good.   Her  appetite  begins  to  return. 
— The  urine  made  in  the  morning  is  of 
an  orange  or  bilious  colour,  and  has  a 
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fmooth  whitifli  or  pearl-coloured  fcdi- 
ment,  with  a  grofs  pink  furface.  That 
made  early  in  the  afternoon  became  tur*- 
bid  in  little  more  than  half  an  hour,  and 
exhibits  now  the  fame  appearances  as  the 
preceding.  Both  urines  abound  with  dif- 
fiifed  pink-coloured  particles.  The  urine 
made  an  hour  ago  is  of  a  light  bilious  co- 
lour, and  tranfparent,  but  begins  to  break. 

The  fame  method  is  continued. 

March  20.  She  flept  found  moft  of 
the  night,  and  once  for  two  hours  toge- 
ther. She  had  two  fmall  Uquid  ftools,  of 
ftill  a  better  colour,  with  gripes  and  wind. 
—Her  fkin  is  moift,  and  of  nearly  the 
natural  heat  this  forenoon.  Her  pulfe  is 
fmall  and  beats  eighty  ftrokes  in  the  mi- 
nute. Her  tongue  is  moift.  Her  fpi- 
rits  are  good.  The  urine  made  yefterday 
in  the  evening  retains  fome  of  its  colour^ 
and  has  the  fmooth  fediment,  whiter  and 
in  larger  quantity,  with  the  ufual  furface. 
The  urines  made  at  eleven  laft  night  and 
two  in  the  morning  are  of  a  light  bilious 
tranfparent  colour,  and  feem  as  though 
they  would  break. — She  had  a  good  deal 
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of  refreftiing  fleep  in  the  day;   and  fhe 
fweated  when  afleep.     She  was  of  a  tem-- 
perate  heat  all  day.  Her  tongue  is  moift 
and  fmooth  to-night.     Her  ikin  is  tem- 
perate.    She  has  had  no  coldnefs  for  two 
days.  Her  pulfe  is  fmall,  and  beats  ninety 
ftrokes  in  the  minute.     Her  fpirits  are 
good.    The  forenefs  of  her  belly  is  gone. 
She  has  had  two   windy   griping   loofe 
ftools,  and  darker  than  thofe  in  the  morn- 
ing.  The  lafl:  ftool  was  rather  large,  and 
relieved  her  much  by  feeming  to  empty 
her  bowels. — Laft  night's  urine,   men- 
tioned  in  the  morning  as  tranfparent, 
ftill  retains  fome  of  its  colour,  and  con- 
tains the   ufual  fediment.      That  made 
early  in  the  morning  has  not  yet  under- 
gone any  change.     The  urine  made  at 
eleven  in  the  forenoon  is  paler  than  ufual, 
and  tranfparent  with  a  very  flight  cloud 
at  bottom.     That  made  at  two  in  th^ 
afternoon  became  turbid  in  an  hour  and 
a  half;  and  has  fmce^depofed  the  ufual 
fediment.    Thefe  fediments  are  flill  more 
of  a  pearly  than  fnowy  whitenefs. 
The  fame  courfe  is  continued. 
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March  21.  She  had  a  good  night. 
She  was  fometimes  griped  m  the  night, 
and  was  reheved  as  ufual  by  the  break-, 
ing  of  wind.  She  had  one  loofe  dark 
ftool  with  gripes  and  a  good  deal  of 
wind. — Her  fpirits  are  good  this  fore^ 
noon.  Her  pulfe  is  fmall,  and  beats  eighty 
jftrokes  in  the  minute.  She  ftill  fweats 
in  her  fleep.  Her  urine  is  copious.  That 
made  in  the  night  and  early  in  the  morn- 
ing is  pale  and  tranfparent.  That  made 
about  half  an  hour  ago  is  of  a  bilious 
colour  and  muddy.- — She  has  paffed  a 
good  day.  She  makes  no  complaint  to- 
night. Hei:  pulfe  is  fmall  and  beats 
eighty  ftrokes  in  th^  minute.  She  has 
had  another  ftool,  dark,  biHous,  and  very 
flimy.  The  morning's  bilious  urine  is 
ftiil  tranfparent  with  a  fmall  fediment. 
The  urine  made  through  the  day  is  of  a 
ftraw  colour  without  contents. 

The  fame  method  is  continued. 

March  22.  She  paiTed  a  quiet  night, 
but  did  not  fleep  fo  much  as  ufual.  She 
had  two  very  flimy  ftools  of  the  ufual  cor 
lour^  and  voided  a  great  deal  of  wind  with 
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them.  She  was  much  troubled  with' 
gripes  for  a  confiderable  time  before  the 
ftools.— Her  fkin  continues  temperate, 
and  her  fpirits  good.  Her  pulfe  is  fmall, 
and  beats  eighty  ftrokes  in  the  minute 
this  forenoon.  Her  urine  is  more  co- 
pious, and  is  of  a  pale  ftraw  colour  with- 
out any  marks  of  feparation. — She  pafled 
a  good  day,  and  flept  fome.  She  fat  up 
for  an  hour  this  evening.  Her  pulfe  is 
fmall  and  beats  feventy-two  ftrokes  in  the 
minute.  Her  urine  is  pale  and  tranlpa- 
rent,  with  little  or  no  fediment.  She  has 
had  another  dark  griping  fetid  ftool,  con- 
lifting  almoft  entirely  of  very  ropy  flime. 

The  fame  method  is  continued ;  and 
two  grains  of  focotorine  aloes  are  to  be 
added  to  the  bolus. 

March  23.  She  pafled  the  beft  night 
that  ftie  has  yet  had.  She  had  one  ftool 
of  a  natural  colour. — Her  pulfe  beat?  fe- 
venty-fix  ftrokes  in  the  minute  this  morn- 
ing. Her  urine  is  of  a  pale  ftraw  colour 
without  feparation. — She  had  a  very  good 
day,  and  lay  upon  the  bed  in  her  clothes ; 
and  fat  up  fometimes,  but  very  little  at  ^ 
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time.  She  fweats  very  little  now  in  her 
fleep.  The  gripes  are  inconfiderable. 
She  has  had  another  ftool,  flimy  and  of 
not  fo  good  a  colour.  The  urine  is  tranf- 
parent  and  pale.  The  pulfe  is  natural. — • 
She  eat  a  bit  of  mutton  at  dinner  to-day 
for  the  firft  time  i  and  it  has  agreed  very 
well  with  her. 

The  bolus  and  mixture  are  omitted.-^— 
She  is  to  take  two  of  the  following  aloe- 
tick  pills  every  night,  beginning  to-night. 

Take  of  focotorine  aloes,   and  hard 
Toap,  each  ^  dram  and  a  half.     Beat 
them  well  together,  adding  a  little 
honey  if  neceflary^  and  divide  the 
mafs  into  forty  equal  pills. 
-f> 
March  24.      She  has  no  complaint. 
The  urine  is  almoft  colourlefs.     She  has 
had  two  ftools  of  a  natural  appearance. 
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CHAP.    VI. 

Of  the  Weed,  the  Milk  Fever,  and 
the  Miliary  Fever. 

THE  patients,  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  are  now  alive 
and  well;  except  G,  H.  who  died  of  a 
confumption  in  fix  or  eight  months  after 
her  delivery.  All  thofe  cafes,  and  indeed 
all  that  1  have  ever  feen,  moft  clearly  de- 
monftrate  the  folidity  of  the  do6lrine 
which  I  have  advanced  concerning  the 
nature,  the  feat,  and  the  cure,  of  the  puer- 
peral remittent  fever.  The  two  paro- 
xyfms  at  the  clofe  of  the  feventh  cafe  are 
fo  many  examples,  of,  what  the  Scots  call, 
ja  Weed  ^  a  difeafe  which,  by  itfelf,  I  have 
not  before  met  with  in  England. 

It  is  worth  while  to  obferve,  that  the 
Weed  did  not  take  place  till  fuch  time  as 
the  inteftlnal  canal  was  thoroughly  cleanf- 
ed.  Hence  it  is  more  than  probable  that 
the  fhape  of  puerperal  fevers  is  chiefly 
determined  by  the  ftate  of  the  firfl  paf- 
fages.  If  the  ftomach  and  guts  be  loaded 
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with  accumulated  filth,  the  fever  will  be 
remittent.  According  to  the  nature  of 
that  accumulation,  and  of  the  air  in 
which  the  patient  breathes,  fymptoms  will 
vary ,  while,  in  every  cafe,  the  fever  re- 
mains effentially  the  fame.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  air  be  pure,  and  the  ftomach 
and  guts  tolerably  clean,  the  fever  will 
end  in  one  fmart  paroxyfm  ufually  called 
a  Weed.  The  methods  of  prevention 
and  cure  recommended  for  the  puerperal 
remittent  fever,  extend  alfo  to  this  puer- 
peral ephemera  or  weed. 

Having  explained  the  nature  and  cure 
of  the  ephemeral  and  remittent  fevers,  I 
am  naturally  led  to  make  a  few  remarks 
on  fome  other  febrile  diforders  incident 
to  childbed. 

The  milk  fever  is  a  very  common  di- 
ilemper.  I  have  already  touched  upon 
it  in  the  method  of  cure,  as  being  a  va- 
riety of  the  remittent  fever.  If,  imme- 
diately after  delivery,  the  milk  flow  into 
the  breafts  fafter  than  it  is  drawn  off, 
they  become  hot,  diftended,  heavy,  hard, 
painful^  and  at  laft  inflamed.    If  this  dif- 

order 


(     i23    ) 
order  occurs  in  a  habit  otherwife  found, 
it  will  continue  merely  topical :   but  the 
patient  will,  on  its  account,  be  more  liable 
to  fever  from   accidental  caufes.     And 
this  fever,  when  it  happens,  will  prove 
either  ephemeral  or  remittent  according 
to  circumftances.  It  is  proper  alfo  to  re- 
mark, that  either  of  thefe  fevers  will  be  an 
exciting  caufe  of  this  diforder  when  there 
is  a  predifpofition  in  the  breafts. 

From  what  hath  been  faid  it  follows, 
that  the  affeftion  of  the  breafts  and  the 
fever  are  diftinft  difeafesj  and  that  the 
latter  ought,  perhaps,  in  every  inftance 
of  their  combination,  to  be  confidered  as 
the  principal  diforder.  This  is  further 
confirmed  by  praftice :  for  though  it  be 
certainly  necefiary  to  keep  the  milk  within 
bounds  by  fuction  or  drawing,  and  alfo 
to  ufe  other  external  means,  yet  no  me- 
thods of  prevention  or  cure  will  fiicceed, 
that   are   not   chiefly   intended    for   the 

fever. 

When  the  puerperal  remittent  fever  is 
attended  with  a  certain  cutaneous  erup- 
tion, it  conftitutes  what  is  called  the  Mi- 
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Ikry  Fever.  Thefe  two  fevers  are  there- 
fore efientially  the  fame :  and  as  a  con- 
vincing proof  of  this,  I  know  from  ex- 
perience that  they  equally  yield  to  the 
general  method  of  cure  defcribed  in  th« 
third  chapter. 

Finally,  what  hath  been  obferved  of 
the  miliary  and  milk  fevers,  holds  true  of 
all  fevers  to  which  women  in  childbed  are 
liable  j  they  are  only  varieties  of  the  ephe- 
meral or  remittent  fever,  but  particu- 
larly of  the  latter.  This  was  even  the 
cafe  with  the  inflammation  of  the  womb 
referred  to  in  the  third  chapter :  for  after 
all  fymptoms  of  inflammation  had  ceafed, 
the  fever  notwithflanding  continued  till 
the  firft  palTages  were  properly  cleanfed* 

.    F    I    N     I     S. 


ERRATA. 

p.  1. 1.  12,  13. /^r  when  expofed  to  febrile  caufeS, 

readyiader  certain  circumftances, 
P.  5. 1.  15.  /^r  ofFenllve  read  ofFenfive 
P.  12. 1.  23.  for  fluid  read  fluid 
P.  13.1.  16.  for  thefe  read  as 
P.  20.  1.  12.  ^r  we  are  r^^  they  be 
P.  20. 1.  17.  for  practice  read  pradtife 
P.  22.  i.  12.  Jfter  patient,  add  and  exigence  of  the 

cafe, 
P.  51.1.  II.  for  loathes  read  loaths 
P.  85. 1.  27.  /ir  draughts  read  draughts. 
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